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Advent At St. Cecilia Parish
It’s hard to believe, but another year has rolled around—
another Church year, that is. Advent is here and it brings
many activities as we get ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus.
Most of these are listed in the “clip and save” calendar on
Page 7, but they bear repeating here.
First things first. The holy season of Advent is a good time to
put our spiritual houses in order. If you do not get to Confession very often,
take advantage of the extra Wednesday evening hours on December 18th.
Prefer a priest you do not know? All parishes offer Confession.
The St. Nicholas Breakfast on December 8th is always a great feed for young
and old. The K of C chefs are real pros at cooking up pancakes and sausages. Winners of the basket raffle are announced and the entertainment includes
a visit from Santa.
The following week, on December 15th, St Cecilia’s combined choirs will give
their annual Christmas Concert at Fatima Shrine. This event is not to be
missed. During the intermission break, the Religious Education program presents its Christmas Pageant. A totally uplifting afternoon.
Behind the scenes, the Knights of Columbus set up the outdoor Nativity at the
Church and in downtown Ashland. Parishioners contribute poinsettias to decorate the church altar, and we gather together as Faith Community to welcome
Jesus once again.

What A Great Parish…
A View From The Pews
The Stewardship Committee is constantly seeking
ways to enhance our Faith Community at St. Cecilia
Parish. Recently we have begun speaking with people
at the Sunday morning Coffee Hours to seek your
opinions and ideas. In one such conversation, I was reminded that we already
do so much to live our Faith, and that we need to remind ourselves of that more
often.
I guess I filed that away in my mind until Sunday, November 3rd. That’s when I
had the privilege to read the names of the twenty-seven members of our

Our Gifts To You
St Cecilia Parish is pleased to again
provide our Christmas gift to parishioners and guests at our holiday Masses.
This year, we have
two smaller booklets
available. You may
choose to take one or
both, as you like.
The first book is the
widely acclaimed Letter to a Suffering
Church by Bishop Robert Barron,
which addresses the question of why
we should remain Catholic, in view of
the horrific child abuse scandals. The
bishop speaks openly of the evils of
this crisis, but goes on to speak eloquently to the reasons we should stay
– of the treasure we hold in our Catholic Faith. He urges us to “stay and
fight,” on behalf of ourselves and our
families, “but especially on behalf of
those who have suffered so greatly.”
Over 5,000 parishes are reading this
important book.
The second book,
Outlines of the Catholic Faith, is a reference book for the
Catholic Faith that
Bishop Barron urges
us to hold closely.
This book is divided into four sections,
Please turn to page 3

Please turn to page 6

Welcome to St. Cecilia Parish!
Mr. Peter Breen
Ms. Maryellen Cincotta
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gorman
Dr. Dana Grimley
Mr. Timothy Huynh
Mrs. Christa Patsos
Ms. Joanne Scotland
Ms. Oanh Tran
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From The Pastor’s Desk
Dear Saint Cecilia Parishioners,
Over the course of the centuries, countless customs and ways of celebrating Christmas have arisen. Some have endured and we have added family customs to the mix.
For most, included among family customs is coming to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass with the local community. That is certainly the most perfect way for us to offer
thanks and praise to God for His infinite goodness and mercy, the very reason why
Christmas is so very important to us. We all recognize that Christmas means Christ
Mass and that provides the reason why our thoughts turn to the Holy Sacrifice at this
time.
Christmas is a time for memories and the first memory takes us back nine months before the first Christmas to
the Annunciation of Christ’s coming at which time a young woman gave Her positive response to becoming the
Virgin Mother of God’s Son. It was a confusing and daunting task She was asked to fulfill
and She did it with faith that God would never forsake Her. The most momentous event of
all human history just took place; God had given to us the Savior Whom we helplessly
need. God had fulfilled His promise in a most extraordinary Way: the Virgin Mother conceived a Son, the Son of God Himself. We receive a very definite reason why God so acted. He wanted us to know that sin is so repulsive to Him that God alone could offer reparation for it. God so loves His creatures that He will not allow us to suffer eternal punishment.
He so loves us that He wants us to know the gates of heaven are open for us if we will just
permit Him to work His miracles of grace within us. All of this happened in a remote hamlet, in the fullness of
time, to a virtually unknown woman so the prophecies might be fulfilled and we would not be distracted by
worldly pomp.
What does it all mean for me over two thousand years later? We can treat it as something that happened so
long ago and that it really has no relevance to my life. Needless to say, that would take the very meaning of life
from me! He Who came remains with me in order to give true meaning to my life. He so respects us that He will
allow us to omit Him from our lives but He will never omit us from His Divine Providence. Imagine that God so
loves us that He will pursue us throughout our lives. How sad to say the least that God always seeks us, even
those who so vehemently choose to deny Him.
So, ultimately God’s message over two thousand years ago is not confined by time. It is always current even in
the so-called sophisticated twenty-first century. We certainly recognize the fact that we do not live in a world
waiting for God. Our world is too obsessed by countless distractions, too self-reliant to be aware of God and
the consequences in our lives. Those words the Lord spoke to St. Peter resound: “Who do you say I am?” if we
reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God,” then follow Him we must. Yes, this Christmas could be
the determinative one for each of us. Why not, when we know no one or nothing else can bring me what I so
desperately need?
My hope and prayer is that each of you may enjoy a truly blessed Christmas and new year, replete with the
true blessings of the season!
Sincerely in Christ,

Grand Annual Collection
The Grand Annual Collection will take place, Saturday, November 23rd and Sunday, November 24th. To ensure proper recording, please make sure you use the envelope provided in the recent mailing. Extra envelopes are also available at church entrances. The purpose of the Grand Annual is mainly to supplement operating fund receipts and to
fund capital related expenditures. The goal this year is to raise $58,000, the same goal as last year. Thank you for
your generous support.
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In Case You Missed It…
Weekly homilies present a wealth of opportunities for us to improve our lives and grow closer to God. Here are some
recent “nuggets” of wisdom heard at Saint Cecilia Parish.
• Parable of the rich man and Lazarus: The parable never says that the rich man did anything overtly bad to
Lazarus, but he sinned in how he ignored the poor man’s plight. How often do we pass by those in need
without even noticing them? In the Confetior, we acknowledge our sins: “in what I have done, and what I
have failed to do….” What have we failed to do today?
•

Cure of the ten lepers: Gratitude – The first four Commandments deal with gratitude – to God and our parents. When 10 lepers were cured, only one returned to express gratitude. Are you that one, or one of the
other nine?

•

Parable of the widow and the unjust judge: the judge relents because of the widow’s persistence. So it is
with our prayers. Jesus tells us to keep praying. We humans grow tired or annoyed at being bothered so
much with petitions. That is a human characteristic, not one of God. He is always there for us. Especially
when the world threatens to overwhelm us, God is there for us, giving us what we need, even though sometimes what we ask for is different from what we need.

•

Pharisee and the Tax Collector: Most times, people focus on the arrogance of the Pharisee and the humility
of the tax collector. Father emphasized God’s Mercy. Tax Collectors were despised both because they
worked for the occupying Romans and because they lined their own pockets with the surplus taxes. Despite
the Tax Collector’s sins, God forgave him as he knelt in the Temple asking for mercy. If God’s Mercy is an
ocean, our sin is but a thimble by comparison.

•

Zacchaeus the tax collector literally went out on a limb, climbing a tree to see Jesus. We too need to be bold
in our faith.

We Remember...
In 2019, twenty-seven members of our St. Cecilia Faith Community were called by Our Lord to their final reward.
into Your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our brothers and sisters. In this life, you embraced them with your tender
love; deliver them now from every evil and bid them eternal rest. The old order has passed away: welcome them into paradise, where there will be no sorrow, no weeping, or pain, but fullness of peace and joy with your Son and the Holy Spirit
forever and ever. Amen.
Pio Angelini

Barbara Borelli

Bernard Corsi

Edith DeAngelis

Sam Duca

Bishop Edyvean

Paul Ferrier, Jr.

Mary Griffin

Carolyn Hunt-Toohey

Bishop Irwin

Lucy Kiley

Frances Nardini

Debra Owen

Christine Saunders

Cynthia Schube

Blanche Smith

Warren Stone

Gary Taintor

Elizabeth Thompson

Paul Thorp

Louis Travaglini

Regina Treveloni

Robert Wallace

Mary Wigglesworth

Rita Winchenbach

Deborah Zonak

Rev. Richard Wasnewski

Bishop Lennon

James McElhenny

Alice Moore

Winter Reading (Continued from page 1)
Truths, Practices, Prayers, and Catholic Thought using a convenient outline approach. As adult Catholics, if we are to persevere through the current storms, we need to know our Faith and understand its intrinsic value. This book is a good reference document for the occasional question as well as a tool for parents to use in family teaching and prayer.
The Stewardship Committee will be polling the parish regarding possible parishioner-led sessions to examine aspects of
our Catholic Faith.
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Pope Francis Speaks To Us All…
VATICAN CITY (CNS) – Told that some people think Pope Francis isn’t exactly a
fan of the Rosary, Father Federic Fornos SJ practically shouted, “What?”
“Pope Francis says the Rosary is the prayer of his heart. He prays it every day,”
said the international director of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network, formerly
known as the Apostleship of Prayer.
Father Fornos was at the Vatican press office Oct. 15 to launch the latest effort to
respond to what he said was Pope Francis’ explicit request that the network help
young people learn to pray and love the Rosary.
The Click to Pray eRosary is both a free app for Apple and Android and an actual high-tech Rosary bracelet that connects to a smartphone using Bluetooth. Making the Sign of the Cross with the Rosary automatically opens the app on
the phone, while clicking one of the prayer beads allows the person praying to advance through the prayer texts, music
and images on the screen.
Father Joao Chagas, head of the youth office at the Dicastery for Laity, the Family and Life, said the app described on
clicktoprayerosary.org is “a concrete sign of the pope’s desire to enter the lives of young people and help them pray.”
Pope Francis’ big push to get young people to pray the Rosary came in the run-up to and the celebration of World Youth
Day in Panama in January, Father Fornos said. Hundreds of thousands of Rosaries were distributed to the young people taking part.
But the pope has not let up. Speaking to Polish pilgrims at his weekly general audience Oct. 9, Pope Francis reminded
them that when Mary appeared to two young women in Gietrzwald, Poland, in 1877, she told them, “Pray the Rosary
every day” and, the pope said, “she assured them that the graces imparted by this prayer would be salvific and would
lead people to happiness in heaven.”
“Remember these words, especially now, in the month of October dedicated to the Rosary,” the pope continued.
“Through the intercession of Mary, mediator of graces, we ask for peace for the world, wisdom for those who govern
and for faith and unity for families.”
Pope Francis asked Catholics last year to pray the Rosary each day in October, asking Mary to protect the Church and
make it more aware of its “sins, errors and the abuses committed in the present and the past, and committed to fighting
without hesitation so that evil would not prevail.”
Turning to Mary in times of trouble should be as natural as turning to one’s earthly mother when things look grim, he has
said. Celebrating the feast of Mary’s Assumption into heaven Aug. 15, Pope Francis told people that the feast is a reminder that, in heaven, “there is a Mother who waits for us, and She is our mother. She loves us, She smiles at us and
She rescues us with great care.”
“Like every mother, she wants the best for her children and tells us, ‘You are precious in the eyes of God. You were not
made for the little gratifications of this world, but for the great joys of heaven,’ ” he said. “Let’s allow the Mother of God to
take us by the hand,” the pope said. “Every time that we pick up the Rosary and pray, we take a step forward toward the
great goal of life,” which is to be with God for eternity.
Excerpted from The Pilot, October 19, 2019

Rest In Peace, Rev. Richard Wasnewski
Former St. Cecilia Pastor, Rev. Richard
P. Wasnewski passed to his heavenly
reward on October 23, 2019. Father
Wasnewski was a native of Medway,
MA. He attended Boston College and
St. John’s Seminary. He was ordained
by Cardinal Cushing in 1953. In 1986,
he was appointed pastor at St. Cecilia
Parish, where he served until his retirement in 1992. He came out of retirement
to serve 5 years as administrator of St.
Peter’s Polish parish in Norwood. The
Pilot has published a full obituary on-line.
Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life

ST. CECILIA PARISH
ON-LINE GIVING
By signing up for this program
you are able to schedule your
donations for any one collection
or for as many as you choose: weekly offertory, debt
collection and all special collections are available as
well as the Grand Annual and special gifts. You decide: debit from your checking account or charge to
Visa or Master Card. Online giving can be simple and
easy. We hope you will consider using it at:

www.saintceciliaparish.org
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Not A Sleepy Little Parish...
If you view a tapestry from too close, it looks like a set of random stiches. Back up a little, and you see the beauty of an interwoven
pattern. Back up too far, and you still see the picture, but it can seem flat and lifeless as you lose the details. So it is with our parish - seen from the reports in the weekly bulletin or from a car window driving down Esty Street, you miss the intricate life of our
Faith Community. Here is a sample of how we have been living our faith as well as practicing it since the last newsletter.
This fall, St. Cecilia Parish was a-bustle with activity. Kicking the season off, we held our annual Flea
Market on Ashland Day. The line at opening stretched all the way down the sidewalk, as treasure
hunters prepared to go through our wares.
Thanks to a great group of volunteers, everything was ready to go and hundreds of shoppers were able to find their hearts’ desire.

Our Third Graders program to honor the saints was held in the Family Center. Each class researched and presented
on one of the following saints: St. Joseph, St. Nicholas, St Cecilia , and St. Bernadette. Parents and guests were treated to an entertaining learning experience.

Late in October, close to 100 parishioners and guests filled the
Family Center hall for the Harvest Fling and Talent Show. An informal meal of hot dogs, beans, macaroni and cheese and
scrumptious desserts was served. After the meal, Music Director,
Lelia Viana presented a talent show with piano and singing numbers that ranged from classical to pop. The performers were
roundly applauded for their presentations. Pictures courtesy of Janet
Farrell.
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Frequently Asked Questions About the Church...
A continuing series
What is a saint?
A saint is a person in heaven who lived an exemplary life of prayer and service and who showed heroic virtue. Everyone
in heaven is a saint, but some in heaven are specially designated by the Church as saints to be recognized by all the
faithful. They are examples of how to live the Christian life, and intercessors for all of us who struggle in this life.
Do we worship the saints?
No, we honor them and venerate them, but we worship God only. We pray to the saints as fellow Christians who have
preceded us to the heavenly kingdom. We ask them to pray for us just as we ask our friends and family to pray for us.
Being with God and having stored up great treasure in heaven, we trust that they have great intercessory power with God.
How does the Church pick its saints?
It starts with the ordinary faithful, who advocate for a person’s saintly life and convince a bishop to sponsor his or her
cause for sainthood. The Church then studies the person’s life and looks for evidence of a miracle granted through the
person’s intercession. If these investigations are positive, the Pope declares the person “Blessed.” After more investigation and the documentation of a second miracle, the Pope canonizes (adds the individual’s name to the official list) the
new saint.
Why do we look for miracles in this process?
The only way the Church can really be sure a person is in heaven and worthy of veneration is if God lets the Church
know. God shows us this through miracles obtained through the intercession of the individual under consideration for
sainthood. Currently, the members of St. Cecilia’s chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society are praying for cures for critically ill people through the intercession of Blessed Frederic Ozanam, the founder of the society. They hope for a miracle
for the sick person and that the miracle can help Blessed Frederic be canonized.
Contributed by Joel Farrell

View From The Pews (Continued from page 1)
community who have passed to their eternal reward. I don’t know how common this is, but I do know that it is a relatively
recent practice here. The formalization of this Spiritual Work of Mercy, To pray for the living and the dead, is but one of
the many ways we put our faith into action at St. Cecilia Parish.
As we look through the year, we find countless examples where we go beyond the basics of Mass, the Sacraments, and
teaching our children, to enrich our community and live our faith. Some ministries are more apparent. Faith in Action’s
twice a year drives to help resupply the Ashland Food Pantry, or their ecumenical work with Family Promise. Less obvious
is that they began as, and remain, a weekly prayer group. Religious Education teaches our students to live their faith as
well as practice it. Support for Dr. Mark Harding ’s work in the Amazon, Christmas Greetings for the troops, and countless
other small projects get the point across. The generosity of the Parish allows our St. Vincent de Paul Conference to concentrate their efforts on serving the poor of Ashland, rather than diverting time to fundraising. Our Knights of Columbus do
a lot more than setting up the Crèche at church and downtown - extraordinary things, often behind the scenes.
But it goes deeper than that. What we learn through formal ministry, we practice as individuals and families. Over the
years, I have seen members of our community beset with illness or other tragic situations. The people of our parish always, always have risen to help, with food, transportation, prayers, or whatever else is needed. It doesn’t get any better
than that as a Catholic Faith Community.
Now, no place is perfect, but in the really important things, we’re getting it right. So, the next time the church is too cold in
the summer, or too warm in the winter, or some other little annoyance makes you grumpy, remember these problems can
be fixed. Think about what really counts - the treasure we have in our community. Years ago, Father Robert McCabe told
us “You are Israel in Ashland - the people of God in Ashland.” True then, true now!
Contributed by Ray Zambuto

Our Lady of Sorrows Statue
With the placing of the engraved
plaque, the relocation project of this
project of Our Lady of Sorrows from
the site of Marion High School in
memory of Frederick W. Keane, Jr.
and Kathleen M. Cunis is complete.
Thank you to all who gave their time,
talent and treasure to help make this project happen.
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Christmas Greetings To Our Troops
Dozens of handmade Christmas
Greetings are heading out from St.
Cecilia Religious Education students to our American troops. The
project, under the direction of
teacher Lisa Ducharme, invited
students to make their cards using
materials in the Family Center.
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CLIP and Save Your ADVENT CALENDAR
ADVENT EVENTS
Advent begins
December 1st
ADVENT: A time of preparation –
blends together a penitential spirit,
a liturgical theme of preparation
and a joyful theme awaiting the
arrival of our Savior, JESUS

Dec. 1

Dec. 8

The Light Is On For You - Confessions
Wednesday, December 18th: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. and
every Saturday: 3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
December 1

First Sunday of Advent
- Coffee Hour - following 9:00 a.m. and 11:00
a.m. Masses, in the Family Center

December 8

Second Sunday of Advent
- No Coffee Hour Today
- St. Nicholas Breakfast 10:00 a.m. in the
Family Center

December 9

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
- Mass: 9:00 a.m (not a Holy Day of obligation this year)

December 15

Third Sunday of Advent
- Coffee Hour - following 9:00 a.m. Mass only,
in the Family Center

Dec. 22
Dec. 15

- Christmas Pageant and Saint Cecilia Music
Ministry Special Concert, 3:00 p.m. at Fatima
Shrine, Holliston, MA
December 22

Fourth Sunday of Advent
- No Coffee Hour Today
- Christmas Caroling in Ashland Immediately
following the 11:00 a.m. Mass
(meet at 12:15pm in front of the Church)
- Poinsettia donations due by noon in the Church

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
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December 24

Christmas Eve Mass Schedule
Family Mass 4:00 p.m. Evening Mass 6:30 p.m.

December 25

Christmas Day Masses
7:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m.

December 31

Vigil of the Solemnity of the Blessed Mother
4:30 p.m. Mass (Holy Day of Obligation)

January 1

Solemnity of the Blessed Mother
9:00 a.m. Mass (Holy Day of Obligation)

January 5

The Epiphany of the Lord
Regular Mass Schedule.
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St. Vincent de Paul Society

Sacrament of The Sick
If you or someone you know is
ill and would like to have the
Sacrament of the Sick, please
call the Parish office (508-8811107) or speak with the priest.

provides assistance to Ashland residents
who need a little help to get over a “rough
patch.” If you or someone you know needs
help with rent, a utility bill, etc, call us at:

(508) 665-8735
or send email to: stvdpaulashland@aol.com
All contacts are held confidential

Save The Dates

Keep in touch with your Parish

www.saintceciliaparish.org
12/8 - St. Nicholas Breakfast
the latest parish news, information about the
12/15 - Christmas Pageant For
Faith, and ways to become part of our Catholic
& Concert
community in Ashland!

Come Join Our Parish Family
Are you looking to improve your spiritual life and connection with God? We have an easy, pressure free way to learn about our Catholic Faith and deepen your spiritual life.
• Have you left the Church and wish to “come home” but are not sure how?
• Do you belong to another religion and wish to convert?
• Are you attending Mass in another town but looking for a friendly active faith community where
you live? .
Please call Joel Farrell at 508-881-3738 if you answered “Yes” to any of these questions. We want
to talk!

St. Cecilia Parish is the Catholic
Church of Ashland, Massachusetts.

St. Cecilia Parish
54 Esty Street
Ashland, Massachusetts 01721
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Our Faith in Action
is our quarterly invitation to all
members of our community to learn
more about St. Cecilia Parish and to
take the opportunities available here
to strengthen their relationship with
God, through His Son, Jesus Christ.
Faith In Action is produced by the
St. Cecilia Parish Stewardship
Committee. Except as indicated,
articles are submitted by committee
members and other parishioners.
(508) 881-1107

Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life

Page 8

