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Special Issue - Focusing on Family!
Family Festival—Highlight of Summer
St. Cecilia Parish held its largest social event in many years
this summer when it hosted a family festival that featured a
large carnival. The festival ran from June 20th through the
23rd in the church parking lot and the Family Center. The
four-day event included eleven carnival rides, many games
and the carnival food to which everyone looks forward, including cotton candy and fried dough. For those looking for
a more nutritious alternative, parish volunteers served dinners in the Family Center each day. Though most of the
rides were geared to children and teens, a number of older
parishioners relived their youth by taking a ride on the Ferris
wheel.
The festival drew revelers from throughout the Ashland community, since there
has not been a carnival in town for many years. The carnival and the dinners
served as a friendly introduction to the parish for townspeople who are not part
of our congregation.
Please Turn to Page 6

Our Lady of Sorrows Enthronement
The statue of Our Lady of Sorrows that now stands
at the side of the church stood at the side of Marian
High School in Framingham for fifty-seven years.
The statue was a gift from the Marian High School
students class of 1962 and dedicated to the
memory of two Marian students, Frederick W.
Keane, Jr. (Class of ’62) and Kathleen M. (“Katie”)
Cunis (Class of ’63), who tragically died in an automobile accident in January of 1962.
Katie Cunis was from Ashland, received all her
Sacraments here at St. Cecilia Parish, and was an
active parishioner until her untimely death at the
age of sixteen. Many of Katie’s family members
remain in the area, including her mother, Jean Cunis, brother Peter, who spoke at the enthronement,
and sister-in-law, Mary Anne. Please turn to Page 6

St. Cecilia Parish at
Ashland Day
September 21, 2019
For the past several years, the Stewardship Committee has put up a
booth at the Ashland Day Festivities.
Our goal is to provide a visible presence for our Parish family at this important Ashland tradition. How many
of our parishioners know the origin of
Ashland Day?
In the mid-1980’s, Ashland teen
Susie Mespelli was seriously injured
in a bicycle-truck accident in the center of town. Ashland came together to
help the family by holding “Susie
Mespelli Day.” The response was so
great, that it became an annual pride
day for Ashland, now in its 34th year
At our booth, we welcome Ashland
residents and others, inviting them to
learn a little about the parish family at
St. Cecilia Church. We share our bulletins, newsletters, medals, rosary
beads and books at the booth. All for
free, of course.
The Stewardship Committee members will be there and we would welcome any other parishioners to join
us for part of the day. It is a fun way
to get to know some new people and
share your experiences of the Parish
with others.
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It’s Here… It’s Now!
The Flea Market will be open in the Family Center

9am-4pm September 21~Ashland Day
9am-1pm, September 22
Come to The Family Center to pick up your treasures.
Thank you for your support!
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From The Pastor’s Desk
Dear St. Cecilia Parish Members,
Although we are in the midst of one of the hottest summers on record, the calendar indicates
we are quickly approaching the fall and the beginning of another year of Religious Education.
We look forward with enthusiasm to the opportunity to help our young people in
understanding that God is vitally important in their lives. Of course, the most important
teachers of the Faith are the parents of the young people and we are confident that the
process has been ongoing during the vacation period.
All of the above points to the most important question for everyone of us. The question is:
where are my priorities and am I recognizing why God made me? The answer to the later is that He made me to know,
love and serve Him in this world and to be happy with Him forever in heaven.
You may have seen that some believe we are in the end times. Cardinal Burke, an American in Rome, has said that
there are signs of the end times. I often say that it really does not matter whether or not we are in the end times, since
each one of us must be ready for the time at which God will call any one of us home. Whether or not we are in the end
of times is not of consequence; what is of consequence is whether or not I am prepared for the day on which I will
stand before God. To brush off our obligation of following God’s plan for us is like the foolish man in the Gospel who
decided to build his house on sand.
One can build the grandest edifice here with all the accompanying finery but none of it will follow us when we leave this
world. One sage made the pithy comment that he never saw a u-haul attached to a hearse. A priest friend of mine once
tried to get a loved one to consider where he stood before God. The man’s answer was: “I’ll take my chances.” My
friend and I were both amazed that anyone would consider the matter of eternal life in such an offhanded way.
Somehow there was no appreciation of the fact that eternity does mean without end and that no one of us has a
guarantee of tomorrow. As you know there is some current thinking that there is no hell. Were that the case, the Lord
was dishonest with us in coming to earth to win for us eternal life and when He mentions hell several times in the
Gospels. Maybe some are wondering if I am in a bad mood or some such thing at this time. Let me assure you that I
am keenly aware that as pastor of this parish I have a responsibility for each and every member of the parish and it is
with that in mind that I decided to write my message, one that all of us must take to heart.
Please be aware that our “Flea market” preparation is under way. We will greatly appreciate any items you would be
willing to donate. By its very mane, the flea market makes available for sale just about anything people donate for it.
We are very grateful to Anne Powderly and the many people who are working to get things prepared for the sale.
May you enjoy the final days of summer. As always, you are in my prayers; please pray for me.
Sincerely in Christ,

Thank you to everyone who
contributed to the Faith In Action
Food Pantry Drive in June.
Over 90 Bags!
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ST. CECILIA
ONLINE GIVING
By signing up for this program you are able to schedule
your donations for any one collection
or for as many as you choose: weekly
offertory, debt collection and all special collections are available as well
as the Grand Annual and special gifts. You decide: debit
from your checking account or charge to Visa or Master
Card. Online giving to be simple and easy. We hope you
will consider using it at: www.saintceciliaparish.org.
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St. Cecilia Parish - A Parish Family of Families
Traditionally, Catholics have always been taught by their Catholic faith that the foundation of society is the family unit. As so goes the family, so goes the society and so
goes the world. Jen Fulwiler, a convert to Catholicism, writes of how parents who let
their children see that they rely on God in real, concrete ways pave the road for their
children to have a deep, lasting relationship with God. Families where parents involve
their children in their faith tend to have a stronger bond with their shared belief in
God. There is a great good that comes from families who are actively involved in the
life of the parish. There are many such families at St. Cecilia Parish. Here are a few
examples of families who you may have seen.
People who attend the 4:30 Mass are well acquainted with the Wolfgang Family.
Marc and Becky are both Eucharistic Ministers. Becky has been a Religious Education teacher for a number of years and last year, stepped in as the acting coordinator
of the 7th through 10th grade portion of the program. They both work together to pass
their strong faith on to their three active daughters. Their oldest daughter, Hannah, is
known for her work in the teen choir at the 4:30 Mass. She both sings and plays the
organ. Hannah is also a Peer Minister and was one of the young adults who conducted the Confirmation Retreat for the 10th grade students this past year.
Mary Anne and Ozzie Iarussi during their
vow renewal with Fr. Cornell. The Iarussi

Another family who have a connection with the 4:30 Mass is the Kurriss Family. Laura family has long been part of our Parish and
is not only a Eucharistic Minister, she is the coordinator of the Eucharistic Minister Min- town celebrated 70 years of marriage this
istry for the parish. She handles the scheduling of all the Eucharistic Ministers for all summer.
weekend and holiday Masses. Along with these duties, she is a Mass Captain, preparing the altar before the Mass. She is
also a member of the Liturgy Committee. Laura’s daughter Chatham is another mainstay of the 4:30 choir and son Jamie
has been an Altar Server for several years. Both Chatham and Jamie are Peer Ministers and leaders at the Confirmation
retreat.
Stacy Schaeffer and her five sons are to be seen attending various Masses. Stacy is a Lector and a Eucharistic Minister
as well. As such, she is called on to serve at just about every weekend Mass on the schedule. Stacy is a teacher in the
Religious Education program as well. Stacy’s oldest son Ryan has been an Altar Server and has followed his mother’s
example and become a Lector. You’ll hear him read most often at the 4:30 Mass. Like several other of the young people
we’ve looked at, Ryan is a Peer Minister and has worked with the 10th grade Confirmation candidates.
The Lord family has strong connections with the celebration of the Mass at St. Cecilia Parish. Connie plays the organ at
several Masses during the week and is an active member of the Choir as is her daughter Rosemary. Connie and her husband Warren’s son’s; Peter, John Paul and Joseph have participated as Altar Servers and even assisted the presiding
Bishop at Confirmation.
There is no one more closely associated with music in the parish than our Music Director, Lelia Viana. Through her efforts, all of the St. Cecilia choirs are respected for their talent and loved for the beauty and solemnity they bring to the celebration of the Mass. Throughout the year the choirs perform at events away from St. Cecilia’s, representing us all with
their singing. For the Viana family, singing is truly a shared family vocation. Cecilia has been active in both the teen choir
and the youth choir at the 9:00 Mass. She is a Peer Minister as well. Francisco and Joachim are pillars of the youth choir
as well. Both act as cantors as well as singing as part of the choir.
The Dunn family have been involved in the parish for several years. Ben is a Eucharistic Minister and serves on the Stewardship Committee. Both Karen and daughter Emily have taught Religious Education classes. Rachel is a member of the
choir as was Emily. Colin and Andrew have been Altar Servers. Ben and Karen were very instrumental in planning of the
Carnival.

We Want You!

We need teachers in all grades this fall.
No experience required.
We will train and support you.
Please consider teaching... pray about it.
Call Religious Education: 508-881-6107.
The best thing we do is to educate our
children in the Faith.
Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life

All of the families we’ve looked at don’t just serve at religious ceremonies, they all help at various parish dinners, social events and
with other activities such as the recent Parish Festival.
This is just a small sampling of families whose shared activities
strengthen not just the parish but their families as well. There are
many families who haven’t been mentioned, but play active, vital
roles in the life of our parish. St. Cecilia’s is a better parish, a better community, a better FAMILY because of them.
-Submitted by Steve McMillan
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Pope Francis Speaks To Us All
On The Importance of FAMILY! Whether you are young or old, married or single, engaged, widowed, or divorced, may Pope Francis’ words strengthen you, refresh you,
and illuminate the pages of your own life story. Here are some suggestions he offers to
do just that. All words below are from the pope.
1. Say These Three Words.
In order to have a healthy family, three words need to be used. And I want to repeat
these three words: please, thank you, sorry. Three essential words! We say please so
as not to be forceful in family life: “May I please do this? Would you be happy if I did this?” We do this with a language that
seeks agreement. We say thank you, thank you for love! Be honest with me, how many times do you say thank you to
your wife, and you to your husband? How many days go by without uttering this word? And the last word: sorry. We all
make mistakes, and on occasion someone gets offended in the marriage, in the family and harsh words are spoken. But
please listen to my advice: don’t ever let the sun set without reconciling. Peace is made each day in the family.
2. Do the Little Things.
It is true that there are so many difficulties in married life, so many, when there is insufficient work or money, when the
children have problems . . . and many times the husband and wife become a little fractious and argue between themselves. . . . Yet we must not become saddened by this. Love is stronger than the moment when there is arguing, and
therefore I always advise spouses: do not let a day when you have argued end without making peace. Always! And to
make peace it isn’t necessary to call the United Nations to come to the house and make peace. A little gesture is sufficient, a caress, and then let it be!
3. Keep Dreaming!
I am very fond of dreams in families. For nine months every mother and father dreams about their baby. Am I right? They
dream about what kind of child he or she will be. . . . You can’t have a family without dreams. Once a family loses the ability to dream, children do not grow, love does not grow, life shrivels up and dies. So I ask you each evening, when you
make your examination of conscience, to also ask yourselves this question: Today did I dream about my children’s future?
Today did I dream about the love of my husband, my wife? Did I dream about my parents and grandparents who have
gone before me? Dreaming is very important. Especially dreaming in families. Do not lose this ability to dream!
4. Make Time to Play.
About trying to reconcile working hours with family time . . . Let me tell you one thing. . . . When a young mom or dad
comes, I ask: “How many children do you have?” and they tell me. And I ask another question, always: “Tell me: do you
play with your children?” Most of them answer: “What are you asking, Father?” “Yes, yes: do you play? Do you spend
time with your children?” We are losing this capacity, this wisdom of playing with our children. The economic situation
pushes us to this, to lose this. Please, spend time with our children!
5. Pray Together.
It is in the family that we first learn how to pray. Don’t forget: the family that prays together stays together! This is important. There we come to know God, to grow into men and women of faith, and to see ourselves as members of God’s
greater family—the Church. In the family we learn how to love, to forgive, to be generous and open, not closed and selfish. We learn to move beyond our own needs, to encounter others and share our lives with them. That is why it is so important to pray as a family! So important! That is why families are so important in God’s plan for the Church!
6. Accept Your Imperfections.
More than anywhere else, the family is where we daily experience our own limits and those of others, the problems great
and small entailed in living peacefully with others. A perfect family does not exist. We should not be fearful of imperfections, weakness, or even conflict, but rather learn how to deal with them constructively. The family, where we keep loving
one another despite our limits and sins, thus becomes a school of forgiveness. Forgiveness is itself a process of communication. When contrition is expressed and accepted, it becomes possible to restore and rebuild the communication which
broke down. A child who has learned in the family to listen to others, to speak respectfully, and to express his or her view
without negating that of others, will be a force for dialogue and reconciliation in society.
7. Be Patient.
Are you married? Be a saint by loving and taking care of your husband or your wife, as Christ did for the Church. . . . Are
you a parent or a grandparent? Be a saint by passionately teaching your children or grandchildren to know and to follow
Jesus. It takes so much patience to do this: to be a good parent, a good grandfather, a good mother, a good grandmother;
it takes so much patience and with this patience comes holiness: by exercising patience.
8. Look to Our Elders.
Grandparents, who have received the blessing to see their children’s children (cf. Ps 128:6), are entrusted with a great
responsibility: to transmit their life experience, their family history, the history of a community, of a people; to share wisdom with simplicity, and the faith itself—the most precious heritage! Happy is the family who has grandparents close by! A
grandfather is a father twice over and a grandmother is a mother twice over.
9. Set an Example.
The “Good News” of the family is a very important part of evangelization, which Christians can communicate to all, by
the witness of their lives. Already they are doing so; this is evident in secularized societies.
Please turn to Page 6
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Heard on Esty Street…
Serving our Parish Family… The health of our Parish Family and Faith Community depends on the involvement of
our parishioners. We’re all called to ministry by our Baptism, but anyone who has gotten involved knows the rewards far
exceed the effort. Working together with other members of our Faith Community helps us grow spiritually and reap benefits we had not imagined.
A few years ago, we assembled a group of active parishioners, posing these questions to them: “How did you get started
in Ministry”, “Why can’t someone else volunteer - I don’t have the time”, and “How do I know where I would fit in?” Their
responses then (summarized below) are still spot-on today.
Ben Dunn (Eucharistic Minister): I was tapped on the shoulder and asked. I found church is a lot more meaningful when
you are involved in things. One of the biggest misconceptions is about the time commitment – there are many ways you
can help. It’s not as daunting as you think. Take on what you feel comfortable with.
Becky Wolfgang (Teacher): I’d see other families involved…and feel I should be doing something. One of the things I get
out of it is being part of something. As a teacher, I value sharing my faith with our young. There’s nothing more gratifying
than when something “clicks” with the kids – they get so excited. One of the things that surprised me is that you meet a lot
of wonderful people and develop relationships by working together as a group toward a common goal. We sometimes fall
back on “Oh there’s always someone else whose going to do the ministry,” so we don’t get involved, but there’s a need for
every single one of us. We all make up the Church, everyone has a different talent, everyone has something to offer. And
if you are nervous about doing it, like I was, when you just take that first step you’ll see that there are so many wonderful
people to make it such an easy thing.
Stacy Schaeffer (Lector): Being part of the Liturgy attracted me to lectoring. It puts you in the center of what’s happening.
As the mom of 5 boys, I try to do what I can, and since I’m already going to Mass, it’s easy to get involved (in Liturgy).
There are other things that don’t require reading – collection baskets – anything that gets you working. You can step in
and step out. If there is a ministry you don’t see, find like minded people and start something. We don’t have the excuse of
“Oh I don’t see anything I would want to do.”
Andrew Dunn (Altar Server): It’s special not to be just watching the Mass but becoming a part of it – you get to meet and
work with a lot of special people.
Hanna Wolfgang (Youth Choir): I already was at the 4:30 Mass every week, so it was easy to get involved – moving from
singing in the pews to singing up front and helping others to sing.
Bob Powderly (Finance Committee): When I was younger, it was hard to find time, with a growing family, but I committed
to do something and found a talent I could lend to the parish.
Tom Brady (Choir): We’re all called to give back to the Church. It’s okay to go out of your comfort zone – your routine.
Summary by the Group: Give it a try, you will find it very rewarding. Don’t wait for someone to tap you on the shoulder...
You won’t regret it!
So, how about it? The fall is a great time for new beginnings. Pick up a copy of the Ministries List at the back of the church
or check out the Ministries page at www.saintceciliaparish.com. Like the old saying, “Don’t wait for your ship to come in—
row out and meet it.”
- Compiled by Ray Zambuto

“There are different kinds of spiritual
gifts but the same Spirit; there are
different forms of service but the
same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces
all of them in everyone.”
1 Corinthians

What can YOU do
for your Faith Community?

THINK MINISTRY!
Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life

Gardening Sacristan Carpenter
Wedding Preparation Lector
Eucharistic Minister Prayer
Teacher Coffee Hour Office Help
Altar Server Pastoral Council

Ministry!
Faith In Action Group Technology
St. Vincent De Paul Health Ministry
Baptism Preparation Finance Council
Homebound Visitor Music & Choir
Knights of Columbus Usher
Buildings & Grounds Teacher Aide
Stewardship Committee
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Frequently Asked Questions About the Church...
A continuing series
Who is Our Lady of Sorrows?
Our Lady of Sorrows is the Blessed Virgin Mary honored as the Sorrowful Mother who had to endure seven great sorrows
during her lifetime, including the death of Her son. The Seven Sorrows, often called the Seven Dolors, is an old and widely-observed devotion to Mary.
What are the Seven Sorrows?
These are: the prophecy of Simeon during the presentation in the temple, the flight into Egypt, the loss of the Child Jesus
in the Temple, Mary meeting Jesus on the Way of the Cross, the Crucifixion, the piercing of Jesus’ side and His descent
from the Cross, and the burial of Jesus. Simeon told Mary that her heart would be pierced with a sword seven times, to
indicate the great sorrows she would have to endure as the Mother of the Messiah.
When should we turn to Our Lady of Sorrows?
Mary is the Sorrowful Mother who has endured all the difficulties that we must face and who is ready to be a consoling
and helpful mother to us. Many turn to her when they suffer the death of a loved one or some other deep loss. Through
her, God pours out many graces upon the sorrowing people of the world.
Is there a connection to Holy Week?
Some parishes and some individuals pray a set of devotional prayers during Lent and especially during Holy Week in
which they recite an Our Father and three or more Hail Marys for each of the Seven Sorrows. Others say just one Hail
Mary for each Sorrow. This is to prepare for the Passion and Death of Christ on Good Friday. In addition, the Church
celebrates the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows on September 15th.
- Submitted by Joel Farrell
Festival (Continued from page 1)
Enthronement (Continued from page 1)
We narrowly avoided a rain-out on two of the days,
but the weather cooperated enough that the festivities were never suspended during the four days of
the event.

When Marian High School closed last year, there was concern
that the statue would be demolished. Thanks to donations from
numerous Marian High School alumni from the early 1960s,
along with assistance from the Knights of Columbus, sufficient
funds were raised to move the statue here to St. Cecilia Parish
The festival was a financial success. Through the Ad
and to have it cleaned and the area around it landscaped.
Book, the profits from the dinners, plus our share of
the carnival proceeds, St. Cecilia’s cleared over The Parish and the families are particularly grateful to Marian
$9,000. Many thanks are due to the many parishion- graduates Richard De Angelis of Framingham and Janet McCarers who obtained advertisements from local business- ron of Millis, who spearheaded the effort.
es or who submitted ads themselves.
The enthronement included a Mass for the repose of the souls of
Such a large undertaking could not have succeeded Katie Cunis and Fred Keane, Jr. Assisting Father Cornell was
without the work of many volunteers. The organizing Father James F. Moran, Marian Class of 1963. Choir members
committee, led by Father Cornell, worked for several sang, “Hail Mary, Gentle Woman.” The ceremony was from the
months to bring all the details together. Many people Book of Blessings.
worked over the four days in the Family Center to preSt. Cecilia Parish has a rich tradition of devotion to Our Blessed
pare meals, take orders, serve the dinners and keep
Mother and is both pleased to have helped preserve “Our Lady
the hall clean and in good order. We also had a hardof Sorrows” and delighted to have this lovely statue to adorn the
working team that handled traffic and parking. The parparish grounds.
ish offers sincere thanks to all of these volunteers.
Pope Francis (Continued from page 4)
Truly Christian families are known by their fidelity, their patience, their openness to life, and their respect for the elderly .
. . the secret to this is the presence of Jesus in the family. Let us therefore propose to all people, with respect and courage, the beauty of marriage and the family illuminated by the Gospel! And in order to do this let us approach with care
and affection those families who are struggling, forced to leave their homeland, broken, homeless or unemployed, or suffering for any reason; let us approach married couples in crisis or separated. Let us be close to everyone through the
proclamation of this Gospel of the family, the beauty of the family.
10. Light the Way.
The future passes through the family. So protect your families! Protect your families! See in them your country’s greatest
treasure and nourish them always by prayer and the grace of the Sacraments. Families will always have their trials, but
may you never add to them! Instead, be living examples of love, forgiveness and care. Be sanctuaries of respect for life,
proclaiming the sacredness of every human life from conception to natural death. What a gift this would be to society, if
every Christian family lived fully its noble vocation! So rise with Jesus and Mary, and set out on the path the Lord traces
for each of you.
Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life
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Summer “Snaps” at St. Cecilia Parish
This summer, Our Parish Family celebrated two events:
The Family Festival and the Enthronement of “Our Lady of Sorrows” Statue.
Pictures courtesy of Janet Farrell & Jill Morazzini

Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life
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Come Join Our Parish Family
Are you looking to improve your spiritual life and connection with God? We have an easy,
pressure free way to learn about our Catholic faith and deepen your spiritual life. We begin in
September, and meet roughly every other Monday evening.
• If you have left the Church and wish to “come home” but are not sure how, this is an
easy way to start.
• If you belong to another religion and wish to convert or if you were raised Catholic, but
never received First Communion or Confirmation, when you complete the program
around Easter, you will be ready to receive these Sacraments.
If for some reason, you are attending Mass in another town, you will find us to be a friendly,
welcoming, and active faith community. Why not give us a try?
Please call Joel Farrell at 508-881-3738 if you are interested in reactivating your faith or joining
our parish.
St. Vincent de Paul Society provides
assistance to Ashland residents who need a
little help to get over a “rough patch.” If you
or someone you know needs help with rent,
a utility bill, etc., call us at:
(508) 665-8735
or send email to: stvdpaulashland@aol.com
All contacts are held confidential

St. Cecilia is the Catholic Church of
Ashland, Massachusetts.

Keep in touch with your Parish

www.saintceciliaparish.org
For the latest parish news, information about the
Faith, and ways to become part of our Catholic
community in Ashland!

St. Cecilia Parish
54 Esty Street
Ashland, Massachusetts 01721
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Our Faith in Action
is our quarterly invitation to all
members of our community to learn
more about St. Cecilia Parish and to
take the opportunities available here
to strengthen their relationship with
God, through His Son, Jesus Christ.
Faith In Action is produced by the
St. Cecilia Parish Stewardship
Committee. Except as indicated,
articles are submitted by committee
members and other parishioners.
(508) 881-1107
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