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42 Receive First Holy Communion
Forty-two of our children received their First Holy Communion this spring. Due to the
larger number, the students
received Communion in two
groups. Special First Communion Masses were celebrated with Father Cornell on
April 27th and May 4th.
On Sunday, May 5th, the children participated in a procession and crowning of Our
Blessed Mother after the regular 9:00 a.m. Mass. Because of the inclement weather, the crowning ceremony was held in the church vestibule instead
of Our Lady’s grotto.
As part of their preparation, these Second
Grade students also had received First Penance in December. We are very thankful for
the support of our children’s parents and especially our teachers. Julie Bickel, Haley Boccuzzi, Jill Morazzini, Lily Orr and Nathalie Pareene were the teachers. Joyce Crocetti, as
first Communion Coordinator, assisted the
program in many ways throughout the year.
Additional pictures are on page 7.

St. Cecilia Family Festival
June 20-23
Carnival rides for both young kids and teens.
Games for kids and teens (and older).
Lots of food and drinks.

Sacrament of Confirmation Conferred by Bishop Reed
Congratulations to the 34 members of the Confirmation class of 2019 and their families! Our Confirmation Liturgy on
Sunday, May 12th was celebrated by His Excellency, Bishop Robert P. Reed.
Father Cornell concelebrated the 2:00 p.m. Mass and Deacon Michael Mott
assisted. Bishop Reed engaged with our students and provided an inspirational homily. A special thank you to our Music Director, Lelia Viana and the P 2 - Fr. Cornell’s Letter
P 3 - Family Festival
St. Cecilia Choir for providing beautiful music.

In This Issue

St. Cecilia Parish is thankful for the dedication of our Confirmation Coordinator, Becky Wolfgang, and to our teachers: Lisa Ducharme, Stephen McMillan and Bob Roy. Thankful appreciation also to interviewers: Theresa and
Tom Wasylenko, Steve McMillan, Ray Zambuto and Fr. Cornell, and to the
Peer Ministers who attended the Retreat at Betania II in Holliston.
Picture on page 7
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From The Pastor’s Desk
Dear St. Cecilia Parish Family Members,
After much discussion about it, we are on the brink of hosting “The St. Cecilia Parish Family
Festival” the first in many years. You already know that the major aspect of the event is a
carnival. In conjunction with the event, we are planning an ad book which promises to be a
major fundraiser for the parish. You surely recognize that the element that will make this
entire venture a success is your participation! If every family were to obtain an ad, we will
certainly reach our goal. It is with definite intent that I chose the ad book, since I did not want
to ask for more funds from our parishioners. This cannot be successful without everyone’s
participation. Please help us to obtain the funding we need for the future of the parish. Lastly
on the subject of the festival, we will need volunteers, especially, for the “food bar” in our
family center. Helping for just a few hours on one of the four evenings (June 20-23) will insure success. And yes, we do
need YOUR help! PLEASE get ads; please volunteer.
While we are still in the month of May, we must take time to reflect on the role of our heavenly Mother Mary’s role in our
lives. One of the Lord’s last words spoken from the Cross, was His entrusting us to His Mother, effectively giving us Her
as our Mother. The role of motherhood is not just for a moment; it is a role that encompasses the whole of the child’s
life. Mary takes her maternal role very seriously and She is ever ready to hear our pleas for Her unique help. As we well
know, She is the one Who is closest to Her Son and Her intercessory power is without parallel.
When we are felling downtrodden, let us look to our fairest Mother; when we are lost and lonely, let us turn to Her
Who was ready to comfort Her Child. Just turning to her in our weightiest moments will reach Her motherly ears,
even when the most we can do is utter a silent prayer. Only to look to Her Who gazed on the face of Jesus will
provide consolation. We might look back in our lives to times when as children we felt the burden of a collapsing
world and say a silent prayer for the parents who selflessly raised us. Let us now rejoice that our heavenly Mother
understands the most intricate of problems that we face and realize that the Mother like none other longs to heal our
wounds and extricate us from our failures. Life can indeed be dark and dreary but the Lord has given us the Mother
for all seasons of our lives.
The devotion that comes to mind immediately, when we think of Mary, is that of the Rosary. It is so powerful and yet,
so simple. It can be prayed while driving or when busy with some task but it cannot be omitted. In a world so
desperate in many ways, there are some who think we have come to the end times. Truly, what difference would it
make if that were so? If we have God in our daily lives, our reaction must be joyful hope. Our Mother Mary will surely
guide us if we look for Her powerful, maternal help. St. Louis DeMontfort gives us the phrase, “To Jesus, through
Mary”:. Let’s not waste time in inventing excuses and let us turn to Her through the gift of the Rosary.
May God go with you throughout this summer and every day of your life. You have a remembrance in my prayers,
Sincerely in Christ,

ST. CECILIA ONLINE GIVING
Please start saving gently used items
for the St. Cecilia Parish Fall Flea
Market being held on
September 21st - Ashland Day.
No clothing, shoes or electronics
please!
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By signing up for this program you are able to schedule
your donations for any one collection or for as many as
you choose: weekly offertory, debt collection and all
special collections are available as well as the Grand
Annual and special gifts. You decide: debit from your
checking account or charge to Visa or Master Card.
Online giving is simple and easy. We hope you will consider using it at:
www.saintceciliaparish.org.
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Heard on Esty Street…
St. Cecilia Parish Family Festival is Coming - June 20-23
Featuring a Carnival
The largest parish social event in recent memory is coming to the St. Cecilia Parish campus on June 20 through 23.
The Family Festival will feature a large carnival with a dozen rides, many games and other amusements, and a variety
of foods and refreshments. St. Cecilia Parish is partnering with Mark Fanelli’s Traveling Amusement Park, Inc. to produce this multiday event for the whole family. Many parish volunteers are involved to pull off this large event, which we
hope will bring the members of our parish together in an enjoyable atmosphere, provide a service to the whole Ashland
community and raise some much-needed funds for the parish.
On each of the four days of the festival, the carnival and other offerings will open at 1:00 in the afternoon and close at
10:00 at night. The carnival will include rides appropriate for small children and others more suited for teens. The
games will also be geared for different age groups. The carnival rides will be set up in the church parking lot and the
other amusements will be in the parking lot and on the lawn of the Family Center. The main hall of the Family Center
will feature hamburgers, hot dogs, pizza, grilled sausage sandwiches and other types of sandwiches, plus drinks. Outside at the carnival, you will find cotton candy, popcorn, fried dough and candied apples.
Parking will be tight. The Family Center lot, the alleyway behind the center and the long driveway beside the Rectory
will be available, but will fill up quickly. Parking will also be available at nearby Stone Park. During festival hours, Esty
Street will be blocked off from the rectory to the entrance to the Family Center parking lot.
The organizing committee hopes everyone in the parish will participate and asks that parishioners will spread the word
to neighbors, family and friends. If successful, the St. Cecilia Family Festival could become a yearly event.
- Submitted by Joel Farrell

…About the Carnival

Mark Fanelli’s Traveling Amusement Park is a full service carnival provider based out of Rindge,
NH. They have been entertaining families throughout New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and New
England since 1956. Fanelli’s currently operates at a variety of New England events including
county fairs, festivals and celebrations, fundraisers, corporate rentals, and more. They have had
events at many towns in MetroWest.
Fanelli Carnivals come with everything from major and spectacular rides to kiddie rides, fun-filled
games, and even favorite fair foods. Their large assortment of carnival rides includes a Gondola
Wheel, traditional Ferris Wheel, The Zipper, Pharaohs Fury, and much more. For junior riders,
there is a variety of kiddie rides including the Red Barron, Mini Enterprise, Dragon Wagon, and
the Carousel. Their reputation is one of an atmosphere of safe, family friendly, and affordable fun

While You’re Away
Please remember that parish expenses don’t go on
vacation. Your continued support through the summer, via on-line giving or “make-up” envelopes in the
fall is very much appreciated.

Welcome to St. Cecilia Parish!
Mr. Jayadeep Gilroy
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Smith
Miss Patricia Thomas

When on vacation, you can locate the nearest
Church and Mass times on-line by searching
“Catholic Mass times near me.”
Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life

Ms. Irene Xavier

Page 3

Pope Francis Speaks To Us All…
Pope Permits Pilgrimages to Medjugorje as Apparitions
Continue to be Studied
By Hannah Brockhaus, Catholic News Agency
Pope Francis has given the green light for Catholics to organize pilgrimages to
Medjugorje, a site of alleged Marian apparitions, though the Church has not yet
given a verdict on the apparitions' authenticity.
The pope's authorization of pilgrimages to the site is not to be understood as an
"authentication" of the alleged apparitions, "which still require an examination by
the Church," papal spokesman Alessandro Gisotti said in a statement May 12.
He added that anyone leading pilgrimages to the site should avoid creating "confusion or ambiguity under the doctrinal
aspect," including priests who intend to celebrate Mass there.
The provision was made as an acknowledgment of the "abundant fruits of grace" that have come from Medjugorje and
to promote those "good fruits." It is also part of the "particular pastoral attention" of Pope Francis to the place, Gisotti
said.The announcement of the papal authorization was made May 12 by the Vatican's apostolic visitor to the site, Archbishop Henryk Hoser, and Archbishop Luigi Pezzuto, apostolic nuncio to Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Hoser, retired archbishop of Warsaw-Prague, was appointed apostolic visitor to Medjugorje by Pope Francis in May
2018. His directive, which is of an undetermined length, is to oversee the pastoral needs at the site of the alleged Marian
apparitions.
Hoser's appointment as apostolic visitor followed his service as papal envoy to the site in 2017. In January 2014, a Vatican commission concluded a nearly four-year-long investigation on the doctrinal and disciplinary aspects of the Medjugorje apparitions, and submitted a document to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.
When the congregation has analyzed the commission’s findings, it will finalize a document on the site, which will be submitted to the pope, who will make a final decision.
The alleged apparitions began June 24, 1981, when six children in Medjugorje, a town in what is now Bosnia and Herzegovina, began to experience phenomena which they have claimed to be apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
According to these six “seers,” the apparitions contained a message of peace for the world, a call to conversion, prayer
and fasting, as well as certain secrets surrounding events to be fulfilled in the future.
These apparitions are said to have continued almost daily since their first occurrence, with three of the original six children – who are now young adults – continuing to receive apparitions every afternoon because not all the “secrets” intended for them have been revealed.
Since their beginning, the alleged apparitions have been a source of both controversy and conversion, with many flocking to the city for pilgrimage and prayer, and some claiming to have experienced miracles at the site, while many others
claim the visions are non-credible.
Pope Francis visited Bosnia and Herzegovina in June 2015 but declined to stop in Medjugorje during his trip. During his
return flight to Rome, he indicated that the process of investigation in the apparitions was nearly complete.
On the return flight from a visit to the Marian shrine of Fatima in May 2017, the pope spoke about the final document of
the Medjugorje commission, sometimes referred to as the “Ruini report,” after the head of the commission, Cardinal Camillo Ruini, calling it “very, very good,” and noting a distinction between the first Marian apparitions at Medjugorje and
the later ones.
“The first apparitions, which were to children, the report more or less says that these need to continue being studied,” he
said, but as for “presumed current apparitions, the report has its doubts,” the pope said.
On multiple occasions, the pope has said he is suspicious of the ongoing apparitions, “I prefer the Madonna as Mother,
our Mother, and not a woman who’s the head of an office, who every day sends a message at a certain hour. This is not
the Mother of Jesus.”
Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life
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“Learning With Mary” Continues
We are now four months into the “Learning With Mary” program at St. Cecilia Parish. We began this project in the bulletin
and newsletter to help highlight in another way the devotion to
the Blessed Mother that has been a characteristic of the parish for most of its history.
St. Cecilia Parish has a rich tradition of devotion to Mary. The
Grotto, completed in 1937, is an enduring testament to that
devotion. Through the years, we have had May processions, a
statue of Mary visiting homes of the parish, the Knights of Columbus leading a Living Rosary, a close relationship to the
Fatima Shrine in Holliston, and more.
Saint Cecilia parishioners group together to pray the Rosary
Our Church contains many indicators of our connection to Mary.
after the 4:30 p.m. Mass on May 11th
We began by exploring, in the bulletin, the Marian connection of
the 22 stained glass windows along the sides of the main church. That study will resume in the fall.

During the month of May, we took a step forward together from “Learning”, to “Participating.” Each weekend in May,
one of the 4 Masses was asked to stay after Mass for a brief Marian devotion. On May 5th, after the 9, the children
crowned Mary as our queen. On the remaining three weekends, those attending the 4:30 pm, 11:00 am, and 7:00 am
Masses were asked to stay to say the Rosary at the Grotto. We were gratified by the dozens of people who took the
time for Mary over the course of the month.
At Fatima, Our Lady asked us to pray the Rosary for peace. Today, we need her help more than ever. Our country is
divided in so many ways, the world has become a very dangerous place, and religion, especially Christianity, is under
siege. We invite all parishioners to pray the Rosary this summer.
- Submitted by Ray Zambuto

Small Discussion Groups Concluded
Small groups met on Sunday and Wednesday mornings during Lent to discuss the book The Greatest Lie In The History
of Christianity by bestselling author Matthew Kelley. All participants agreed that the book was “an easy read” and that it
presented the most lessons for everyday living of all the books studied over the last four years. The book was paired
with a series of 3 minute daily Lenten videos by Mr. Kelley that enhanced the experience.
Participants were particularly taken with the simplicity of the concept of holy moments. In the words of one participant,
When God The Creator, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, speaks to us in unique ways, all we have to do is listen, look
around, and learn His message in our daily lives. - Jean Jenkins.
Copies of all the Matthew Kelley books that St. Cecilia’s has given out at Christmastime are available at no charge in
the bookcase in the back of the church. Any of them would make a great summer read.

“There are different kinds of spiritual
gifts but the same Spirit; there are
different forms of service but the
same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces
all of them in everyone.”
1 Corinthians

What can YOU do
for your Faith Community?

THINK MINISTRY!
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Gardening Sacristan Carpenter
Wedding Preparation Lector
Eucharistic Minister Prayer
Teacher Coffee Hour Office Help
Altar Server Pastoral Council

Ministry!
Faith In Action Group Technology
St. Vincent De Paul Health Ministry
Baptism Preparation Finance Council
Homebound Visitor Music & Choir
Knights of Columbus Usher
Buildings & Grounds Teacher Aide
Stewardship Committee
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Frequently Asked Questions About the Church...
A continuing series
Who was St. Cecilia?
She was one of the early Christians in Rome. Around 230 AD, Roman officials demanded that she accept the state religion, particularly the cult of the emperor. Since this would require her to deny her Christian faith, she refused, knowing it
would mean her death. By tradition, she is believed to have loved music and was singing a hymn to God during her execution. For this reason, she became the patron saint of music and musicians.
How did our parish become named after her?
The process used to name our church was not recorded. However, churches are usually named after saints for whom
there is a devotion among the local people, since this saint will become the patron saint of the parish. We know that
even at the first Mass celebrated at the original church, music was a notable part of the liturgy. It seems the original parishioners wanted a patron who would help them worship God as devoutly and as beautifully as possible.
Why are so many of our stained-glass windows devoted to Mary and not Cecilia?
The largest stained glass window, located behind the choir loft, is of St. Cecilia and the other two saints most associated
with religious music: King David, the author of the psalms, and Pope St. Gregory, who collected chants to be used when
singing psalms and hymns. The smaller windows on the sides of the church feature Mary and saints associated with
her. This is because the parish also had a devotion to Mary from its founding. These windows link our parish with the
devotions of the Universal Church.
When is St. Cecilia Parish Feast Day?
Her feast day is November 22. Since this day is the feast day of our patron saint, it is also our parish feast day. We
should try to attend Mass that day, even if it does not fall on a Sunday. This year it falls on a Friday. Weekday Masses
at St. Cecilia Parish are at 9:00 am.
- Submitted by Joel Farrell

Summer Reading List...
Mother Teresa of Calcutta - Leo Maasburg
Msgr. Maasburg was a close friend of Mother Teresa for many years. He traveled with her throughout the world as she
brought it the message of Christian love. In this personal portrait he presents 50 stories about her that most people
have never heard—wonderful stories about miracles great and small that he was privileged to experience at the beloved nun’s side. Stories of how, without a penny to her name, she started an orphanage in Spain and at the same
time saved a railroad from ruin, and so many more. Each vignette stand alone, and so is ideal as a summer read.
Vibrant Paradoxes, The Both/And of Catholicism - Bishop Robert Barron
Bishop Barron is one of the foremost evangelists for Catholicism in our times. His widely viewed series, Catholicism,
videos, and columns are read throughout the world. Vibrant Paradoxes is a collection of thought provoking essays on a
wide variety of topics and written in an accessible and inviting style. He brings together themes that many would see as
mutually exclusive but, seen through the lens of faith, come together. Like the Mother Teresa book, each essay can be
absorbed on its own.
Venice’s Finest Hour - Joel Farrell
Joel Farrell, an active parishioner of St. Cecilia’s, returned to his first love, history, after a long career in the software
industry. Venice’s Finest Hour begins with the events of 1379, when Venice came one step from annihilation at the
hands of its bitter rival, Genoa. Her journey back from the brink or destruction to dominant city-state is peopled by
some of the greatest heroes the city ever produced. History is often dry, difficult reading, but Joel Farrell’s account
reads like a novel - a fast paced page turner.

We Want You!

Sacrament of The Sick

We expect to need teachers in all grades this fall. No
experience required - we will train and support you.
The best thing we do is to educate our children in the
Faith. Please consider teaching... pray about it.
Bring your questions to Religious Education at
508-881-6107.

If you or someone you know is ill
and would like to have the
Sacrament of the Sick, please call
the Parish office (508-881-1107)
or speak with the priest.

Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life
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Springtime “Snaps” at St. Cecilia Parish

In addition to First Communion and
Confirmation, we crowned our Blessed
Mother as Queen and celebrated the 100th
birthday of parishioner George Seeley.
Pictures courtesy of Janet Farrell and Jill Morazzini
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Come Join Our Parish Family
Are you looking to improve your spiritual life and connection with God? We have an easy,
pressure free way to learn about our Catholic faith and deepen your spiritual life. We begin in
September, and meet roughly every other Monday evening.
• If you have left the Church and wish to “come home” but are not sure how, this is an
easy way to start.
• If you belong to another religion and wish to convert or if you were raised Catholic, but
never received First Communion or Confirmation, when you complete the program
around Easter, you will be ready to receive these Sacraments.
If for some reason, you are attending Mass in another town, you will find us to be a friendly,
welcoming, and active faith community. Why not give us a try?
Please call Joel Farrell at 508-881-3738 if you are interested in reactivating your faith or joining
our parish.
St. Vincent de Paul Society provides Keep in touch with your Parish
assistance to Ashland residents who need a
little help to get over a “rough patch.” If you
or someone you know needs help with rent,
a utility bill, etc., call us at:

www.saintceciliaparish.org

(508) 665-8735
or send email to: stvdpaulashland@aol.com
All contacts are held confidential

St. Cecilia is the Catholic Church of
Ashland, Massachusetts.

For the latest parish news, information about the
Faith, and ways to become part of our Catholic
community in Ashland!

St. Cecilia Parish
54 Esty Street
Ashland, Massachusetts 01721
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Our Faith in Action
is our quarterly invitation to all
members of our community to learn
more about St. Cecilia Parish and to
take the opportunities available here
to strengthen their relationship with
God, through His Son, Jesus Christ.
Faith In Action is produced by the
St. Cecilia Parish Stewardship
Committee. Except as indicated,
articles are submitted by committee
members and other parishioners.
(508) 881-1107

Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life

Page 8

