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St. Cecilia Hosts Eucharistic Miracles Exhibit
Since this past June, we have been celebrating the Year of the Eucharist, a special
time of prayer and education called for by our archbishop, Cardinal O’Malley. The
center piece of this celebration is Eucharistic Adoration, which is held in the Church six
days a week for a period each day (Sun. thru Fri.). In these “Holy Hours,” we pray
before the Real Presence of Christ – His Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity present in the
Host exposed on the altar for adoration.
Another high point of the Year of the Eucharist is the Vatican Exhibit of Eucharistic
Miracles. The exhibit was originally scheduled to be shown at St. Cecilia Parish this
past November 7 and 8, but had to be postponed due to the rise in Covid-19 cases at
that time. It will be rescheduled to a date sometime early next year.
Many incidents concerning the Real Presence are described in the Eucharistic Miracles
exhibit. A famous one took place in Bolsena, Italy in 1263. A German priest was on a
The Holy Eucharist in
pilgrimage to Rome when he stopped to say Mass in Bolsena. He had been having doubts
Exposition at St. Cecilia Church
that the bread and wine really became the Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist. He said
Mass as usual, but during the consecration the Host transformed into flesh and it bled on the corporal, the altar and the
floor of the Church. The priest quickly informed Pope Urban IV, who was in residence in nearby Orvieto. The bloody
corporal and stones where preserved. This miracle inspired the Pope to institute the feast of Corpus Christi, which we
Please turn to page 5

A Different Kind of Advent

That Grinch we call Covid-19 has taken a lot of joy out of all of us this past year. Attention All Parishioners
Now, it’s setting up shop to steal Christmas. It has taken our Pageant, our Please watch your mail for imChristmas Concerts, and Breakfast with St. Nick! The Advent Calendar looks like portant communications from Fa“Ordinary Time.” What are we to do? How can we prepare for the coming of Jesus? ther Cornell regarding safely attending Mass on Christmas Eve /
Let’s start by looking at the resources available to all of us at the Church entrances. Day.
Father Cornell has provided Daily Advent Prayer booklets to help establish a Father will explain the guidelines
prayerful spirit of preparation. Use it in conjunction with an Advent Wreath as a daily that we will follow in order to feel
reminder of His coming that builds with each passing week.
safe as well as to be safe as we
worship together.
The Church is open 6 days a week for Eucharistic Adoration (See Insert on page 3).
Take some time to visit with Jesus while you are picking up your Advent prayers and check out the other booklets there.
Please turn to page 6

Welcome to St. Cecilia Parish!
Mr. and Mrs. John Judge and Family
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Smith and Family
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From The Pastor’s Desk
November, 2020
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
In all probability, it seems to all of us that our last communication was far too long ago.
To be perfectly honest with you, the church has not been the same without our usual
congregation and I miss having the opportunity to speak with you on a weekly basis.
Ultimately, we have not choice about the matter, covid 19 has changed everyone’s life
in many different ways.
As I considered my theme for my letter, it seemed best to address you with the topic the Church places before
our eyes at this time of the year. The topic is that of eschatology (judgement, heaven, the nether world). On
November 8th, we heard the Gospel of the ten virgins, of whom five were wise and five were foolish. The five
wise virgins took along sufficient oil for the wait for the bridegroom, while the five foolish did not. The wise
ones refused the request to help the foolish who then had to go and buy some and missed the bridegroom’s
coming and therefore missed the wedding reception. How does all this apply to us?
The Lord is the bridegroom and the feast is the heavenly kingdom. We are the virgins and oil is the life of
grace, particularly charity. We can choose either to live as Christ commands us or we can live according to our
own designs. How we choose to respond eventually brings us to the choice, the eternal life of heaven with
Bridegroom or its loss. As we think about it, the choice could not be any more definite or permanent. The
choices we make daily in every aspect of our lives reflect the decision to rely upon the extravagant gift of God’s
infinite graces or something of far less value.
As I continue my letter to you, I thought a simple analogy might be in order. We have all most likely heard
people say something akin to this: my car is old and I am hoping it will last me throughout the winter and I shall
then look around for a newer, more reliable one next spring. Regardless of whether or not we agree, we might
well think that the decision is fine. If the car deteriorates sooner rather than later, so be it. There will be no
sacristy if possible options in that case. Lets’ then think about the matter of eternal life. Can anyone of us be
quite so cavalier about the matter of our ETERNAL life as to think, well I shall just forget about it for the present
and when I am older or less busy, I’ll get to it? We must focus on ETERNAL and our uncertainty as to when
the Lord will call us home. The uncertainties we experience daily act as consistent reminders of the fragility of
human existence. No one of us has any guarantee about the future. Can I possibly gamble on that which is
forever, unending?
It is my ardent hope and prayer that you will enjoy a blessed and happy Thanksgiving Day with your loved
ones. I thank God for each and every one of you and I shall have you in my prayers at the Mass of
Thanksgiving at 9:00am on that day. May the Lord bless you and may His Blessed Mother keep you in his
love.
Sincerely in Christ,

Grand Annual Collection
Please check your mailbox for the Grand Annual Collection notice. This annual collection is scheduled to be taken up
as the second collection at all Masses on the weekend of November 28-29. The Grand Annual collection has a goal
to raise $58,000 this year. The Grand Annual Collection serves two purposes. It was originally established to meet the
annual mortgage payments on the Family Center. When that was paid off, the Grand Annual took on the dual role of
providing funds for major improvements and repairs to the parish properties, and to make up the annual deficit in
operating expenses. This became very important when revenues from Bingo ceased five years ago. Guidelines for the
Grand Annual may be found in the letter which you may already have received, or by calling the parish office at 508881-1107.
Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life
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A View From The Pews
Signs of The Times...
I’m sure you’ve seen them around Ashland.
Black lawn signs with multi-colored slogans
written just small enough that you’d have an
accident if you tried to read them while driving.
The signs begin: “In
this house, we believe” followed by a creed of affirmations that
it’s hard to argue with (although “Love is
Love” is redundant, and Kindness is not Everything).
These are laudable sentiments, as far as
they go, but are they really going to fix the problems we contend with
today? To overcome the civil strife, intolerance, and bigotry that are
shredding our society, we need to act at a higher level.
I found some good guidance about this in a recent homily by Father
Frank Savola, Guardian of the Arch St. Shrine in Boston. Father began
by recounting the incredible accomplishments of Pope Saint John Paul
II, and noting that his greatest act was to offer personal forgiveness
and love to his would-be assassin in prison. John Paul understood the
lesson of Matthew 33:34-40:
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got
together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this
question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the
Law?”
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

In those days, Jesus was addressing the over 600 laws and comPlease turn to page 6

We Remember...

Adoration Schedule
During this special Year of the Eucharist, St.
Cecilia’s is having Eucharistic Adoration for
a period each day, six days a week, every
week. Some will include congregational
prayers and other will focus on silent
individual prayer and reflection. You do not
have to stay for the whole two hours. Our
weekly schedule is as follows:
• Sunday 12:00 pm-2:00 pm, except on
the last Sunday of the month or when
baptisms are held, when it will start at
1:15pm
• Monday 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
• Tuesday 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
• Wednesday 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
• Thursday 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
• Friday 9:45 am - 11:45 am
Come by the church, any afternoon, to
visit with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament of
the Altar.
Bring a prayer book, your Rosary beads, a
spiritual read, or just yourself.
Spend 15 minutes, an hour, or more,
however much you are moved to do.
He is waiting… These days, what better
use for some of your time?
(Check the bulletin for any schedule changes)

In 2020, thirteen members of our St. Cecilia Parish Faith Community were called by Our Lord to their final reward.
Into your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our brothers and sisters. In this life, You embraced them with Your tender
love; deliver them now from every evil and bid them eternal rest. The old order has passed away: welcome them into
paradise, where there will be no sorrow, no weeping, or pain, but fullness of peace and joy with your Son and the Holy
Spirit forever and ever. Amen.

Vito R. Arminio

Jean Paul Capistran

Kenneth Chouinard

Richard Collins

Evelyn Gialombardi

Joseph Giombetti

Vincent Hanrahan

Bonnie Jean Harper

Monica Juitt

Lillian McCarrick

Fr. Justin Monaghan George Seeley
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Mark Mitchell
Ronald Turchi
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Pope Francis Speaks To Us All…
New Documentary, “Francisco” Sparks Controversy
Based on an article from Catholic News Service
The recently released documentary film, “Francesco,” on the life and ministry of Pope
Francis, chronicles the approach of the Pope to pressing social issues, and to
pastoral ministry among those who live, in the words of the pontiff, “on the existential
peripheries. The film looks at the pope’s advocacy for migrants and refugees, the
poor, his work on the issue of clerical sexual abuse, the role of women in society, and
the disposition of Catholics and others toward those who identify as LGBT. It includes
interviews with Vatican figures including Cardinal Luis Tagle and other collaborators
of the pope.
In the film, Pope Francis weighed in directly on the issue of civil unions for same-sex couples. “Homosexuals have a
right to be a part of the family. They’re children of God and have a right to a family. Nobody should be thrown out, or
be made miserable because of it,” Pope Francis said in the film of his approach to pastoral care.
“What we have to create is a civil union law. That way they are legally covered.” Aware that those remarks are likely to
spark controversy among Catholics, the pope added: “I stood up for that.”
In 2010, while he was Archbishop of Buenos Aires, Pope Francis opposed efforts to legalize same-sex marriage.
Sergio Rubin, the future pope’s biographer, suggested that Francis supported the idea of civil unions as a way to
prevent the wholesale adoption of same-sex marriage in Argentina. The pope’s mention of having previously “stood
up” for civil unions seems to confirm the reports of Rubin and others who said that then-Cardinal Bergoglio supported
privately the idea of civil unions as a compromise in Argentina.
The film addresses the pastoral outreach of Pope Francis to those who identify as LGBT, including a story of the
pontiff encouraging two Italian men in a same-sex relationship to raise their children in their parish church, which, one
of the men said, was greatly beneficial to his children.
The pope’s direct call for civil union laws represents a shift from the perspective of his predecessors, and from his own
more circumspect positions on civil unions in the past. In the 2013 book “On Heaven and Earth,” Pope Francis did not
reject the possibility of civil unions outright but did say that laws equating homosexual relationships to marriage are “an
anthropological regression.”
In 2003, under the leadership of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger and at the direction of Pope John Paul II, the Vatican’s
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith taught that “respect for homosexual persons cannot lead in any way to
approval of homosexual behavior or to legal recognition of homosexual unions. The common good requires that laws
recognize, promote and protect marriage as the basis of the family, the primary unit of society.” This remains the
official position of the Church.

St. Cecilia Parish Christmas Gift To You
The COVID-19 restrictions have taken a toll on us in many ways, including our important
connection with God through attendance at Mass. Our increased “alone time” provides an
opportunity to connect with Our Father, however through “life’s essential daily habit”, prayer.
I Heard God Laugh by Matthew Kelly is an easy to read guide to nurturing the soul. Are you
sometimes irritable, restless, anxious, or overwhelmed by the news of the day or your own
problems? I Heard God Laugh gives us insights to apply the great spiritual lessons to our
own lives and to communicate with our Lord.
Copies of I Heard God Laugh will be available at the entrances of the Church throughout the
Christmas season. If you cannot come to Mass, just make a visit to the Church and pick up
a copy at no charge. The church is open 6 days a week for Eucharistic Adoration. Hours are
posted in the Bulletin.
Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life
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Heard on Esty Street...
Ashland Catholic COVID-19 Survey
The Stewardship Committee was curious as to how our Faith Community
is coping with the limits
placed on group worshiping
by the COVID-19 pandemic.
We published a survey on
the
Facebook
Ashland
Catholic Group and the St.
Cecilia Parish website. The
results shown here are
preliminary only and do
not include all questions
asked. The survey remains open for your input through December
15th. To participate in this on-line survey, please go to www.saintceciliaparish.org or the Facebook Ashland
Catholic Group. Thank you.

Eucharistic Miracles Exhibit (continued from Page 1 )
institute the feast of Corpus Christi, which we still celebrate to this day.
The exhibit includes
photos of the bloody
corporal and the blood
stained altar stones,
together with pictures
of
present
day
veneration of these
relics in Orvieto. It also
includes a photo of
preserved fragments of
the Host. This is one of
several miracles that
involved the changing
of the bread into real
flesh.
Left: Preserved fragments of host-become-flesh from Bolsena, Italy.
A very recent miracle
Right: Blood-stained altar stone from Bolsena
happened in Mexico in
2006.
During
the
distribution of communion, one of the hosts appeared to bleed. Subsequent scientific analysis showed that it was indeed
human blood of Type AB that came from the inside the Host, and it included live cardiac tissue. Photos of the host in the
ciborium taken that day, plus images of the scientific analysis are included in the exhibit.

We look forward to hosting this exhibit and will set a new date for it soon. It will be a tremendous privilege for St.
Cecilia’s and a perfect way for the parish to deepen its devotion to the Blessed Sacrament.
In coming months, we will ramp up our observance of this special year. Soon, we will start
recording “Witness Videos” in which parishioners relate in their own words what the Eucharist
means to them and how they are devoted to it. We will also hold a series of talks on the
history of Eucharistic devotion, and Church teachings on the Eucharist. These will probably be
held virtually. Please plan to participate, since we too are the Body of Christ, His Church on
earth.

ST. CECILIA PARISH
ON-LINE GIVING
By signing up for this program you are able to schedule your donations for any one collection or for as many as you choose: weekly
offertory, debt collection and all special collections are available as well as the Grand
Annual and special gifts. You decide: debit from your checking account or charge to
Visa or Master Card. Online giving proves to be simple and easy. We hope you will
consider using it at: www.saintceciliaparish.org
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Bleeding Host in Mexico

Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life

Frequently Asked Questions About the Church...
A continuing series
Is the Eucharist the real Body and Blood of Christ?
Yes. During the Eucharist Prayer of the Mass, the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Christ. In fact, in the
Sacrament of the Eucharist, we receive the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Christ. He is really present. This is why we
refer to the Eucharist as the Real Presence.
But isn’t the host still bread and the wine still wine?
The appearance of each does not change, but the substance does. When we receive the consecrated host or wine, we
receive Christ Himself. He comes into our body and our soul, filling us with his life and graces. This concept of receiving
Christ as real food and spiritual nourishment is fundamental to our Catholic Faith.
What about the Eucharist as a memorial of Christ?
During the Eucharistic Prayers, we enter into the eternal moment of Jesus’ sacrifice for us. We remember and give thanks
for how he suffered and died to reconcile us with the Father. This is an important aspect of the Mass and the reception of
Communion. But, it does not mean that the bread and wine are just symbols of the Body and Blood of Christ. We really
receive Him: Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity. As Christ Himself said, we must have His life within us.
Is it true that we can’t eat for an hour before receiving Communion?
Yes, and when we think of the Real Presence and what we will receive in the Sacrament of the Eucharist, it makes sense.
First, we offer a mini-fast to help focus on prayerful participation in the Mass. Second, we separate the banquet of the
Mass from any other meal. In the Eucharist, we eat heavenly food, more important than any other nourishment we might
take during the day. The next time we receive Holy Communion, let us receive it with awe, gratitude and reverence, and
let Jesus change our lives through His life within us.
Contributed by Joel Farrell

A View From The Pews (Continued from page 3)
mands in Jewish culture. Two-thousand years later, our Constitution and “American” ideals also can only be fully actualized in the context of these two Great Commandments. We can’t drive out hate with political solutions any more than we
can legislate morality. Replacing hate with love requires first loving God, and then linking that love of God to love of each
other – in essence, forgiving and offering love even to those who would do us harm.
This is, of course, easier said than done. We are, after all, human. All the great religions, including ours, have fallen victim
to hate at some time. However, if by our words and deeds today we demonstrate a culture that upholds human dignity,
evokes empathy and compassion and acknowledges that we are all one family, under God, and all in this together, then
people will truly look at us and say: “see how they love one another – I want that.”
Contributed by Ray Zambuto

Advent (Continued from page 1)
Walk the Fatima Shrine in Holliston under the lights to raise your spirits. Finally, we hope to see many of you at Christmas
Mass. It has been a rough year for formal worship liturgy. We are still not out of the woods, COVID-wise, but with a
healthy dose of respect for this disease and a healthy dose of following the rules, we can celebrate His coming. The
basics are on page 7. Additional safety precautions will be available through door postings and other resources.

Feeling Disconnected Due To COVID-19?
Keep up with your friends in The Facebook Ashland Catholic Group
1. Go to www.facebook.com (Create a new account if needed)
2. Click on the “magnifying glass” and type in “Ashland MA Catholic Group”
3. Once you’ve found the group, you can request to join it: in addition to putting you in touch with other local
Catholics, St. Cecilia Parish 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass is streamed live to the Group.
Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life
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ADVENT EVENTS
Advent Begins
November 29th
ADVENT: A time of preparation –
blends together a penitential spirit,
a liturgical theme of preparation
and a joyful theme awaiting the
arrival of our Savior, JESUS

Dec. 6
Nov. 29

The Light Is On For You
Confessions
Wednesday, December 16th: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. and
every Saturday: 3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
November 29

First Sunday of Advent
Regular Mass schedule - 9:00 a.m. Mass
streamed to Ashland Catholic Group (Facebook)

December 6

Second Sunday of Advent
Regular Mass schedule - 9:00 a.m. Mass
streamed to Ashland Catholic Group (Facebook)

December 8

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mass: 9:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Note: This is not a Holy Day of Obligation

December 13

Third Sunday of Advent
Regular Mass schedule - 9:00 a.m.
streamed to Ashland Catholic Group (Facebook)

December 20

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Regular Mass schedule - 9:00 a.m. Mass
streamed to Ashland Catholic Group (Facebook)

December 23

Poinsettia donations due by noon in the Church

Dec. 20
Dec. 13

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
December 24

Christmas Eve Mass Schedule
3:00pm Mass, Family Mass 5:00 p.m.
Evening Mass 6:30 p.m.

December 25

Christmas Day Masses
7:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m.

December 31

Vigil of the Solemnity of the Blessed Mother
4:30 p.m. Mass

January 1

Solemnity of the Blessed Mother
9:00 a.m. Mass

January 5

The Epiphany of the Lord

Regular Mass Schedule.

When you come to Mass at Christmas, REMEMBER TO:
1. Wear your mask inside the Church
2. Socially Distance as indicated—Use every other pew
3. Check all the signs posted for additional COVID-19 precautions
As far as we know now, we may have no more than 50 people at each Mass. You will receive further information
about this in early December.
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The St. Vincent de Paul Society

Sacrament of The Sick
If you or someone you know is
ill and would like to have the
Sacrament of the Sick, please
call the Parish office (508-8811107) or speak with the priest.

provides assistance to Ashland residents
who need a little help to get over a “rough
patch.” If you or someone you know needs
help with rent, a utility bill, etc, call us at:

(508) 665- 8735
or send email to: stvdpaulashland@aol.com
All contacts are held confidential

www.saintceciliaparish.org
Keep in touch with your Parish! For the latest parish news, information about
the Faith, and ways to become part of our Catholic community in Ashland!

Come Join Our Parish Family
Are you looking to improve your spiritual life and connection with God? We have an easy,
pressure free way to learn about our Catholic faith and deepen your spiritual life.
Have you left the Church and wish to “come home” but are not sure how?
• Do you belong to another religion and wish to convert?
• Are you attending Mass in another town but looking for a friendly active faith community where
you live? .
Please call Joel Farrell at 508-881-3738 if you answered “Yes” to any of these questions. We
want to talk!

St. Cecilia Parish is the Catholic
Church of Ashland, Massachusetts.

St. Cecilia Parish
54 Esty Street
Ashland, Massachusetts 01721
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Our Faith in Action
is our quarterly invitation to all
members of our community to learn
more about St. Cecilia Parish and to
take the opportunities available here
to strengthen their relationship with
God, through His Son, Jesus Christ.
Faith In Action is produced by the
St. Cecilia Parish Stewardship
Committee. Except as indicated,
articles are submitted by committee
members and other parishioners.
(508) 881-1107
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