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Cardinal O’Malley Proclaims, “Year of The Eucharist”
Cardinal O’Malley has designated the period starting on Holy Thursday of this year through the Feast of Corpus Christi
next year as the Year of the Eucharist. Sadly, many Catholics do not understand the full teachings of the Church on the
Sacrament of the Eucharist, and this is reflected in attitudes regarding the Mass in general.
During this year, St. Cecilia Parish will join the other parishes in the Archdiocese in refreshing our knowledge and renewing our devotion to the Eucharist. This will include education sessions, opportunities for Eucharistic Adoration, new catechetical materials and other activities.
As we get closer to Holy Thursday, when Jesus instituted the Sacrament of the Eucharist at the Last Supper, the Archdiocese will make more information available and St. Cecilia’s will
lay out its schedule of events. A good place to look to keep yourself informed is the parish website, www.saintceciliaparish.org.
Cardinal O’Malley, in his letter announcing the Year of the Eucharist writes, “The Sacraments not only touch our lives, they mold
our very being, and the Eucharist is the center of our Sacramental
life. That is why I am a Catholic. That is why I am a priest. Without
the Eucharist, I would ask myself, ‘Is it worth it?’ I know it is worth
it, because Christ really is present in the Eucharist.”

New Parish Website Unveiled
If you have been to the St. Cecilia Parish Website, www.saintceciliaparish.org since December 11th, you know that
we have updated and modernized the site. Do you have a smartphone? Pull up our parish website. The words overlaying each other have been replaced with a smartphone-friendly screen
that is fully functional. Even on a computer, the changes might have
shocked you if you were not expecting them.
The new website is the result of more than fifteen months of work. It
started when the conceptually simple problem of not working on
smartphones was brought up at the Parish Stewardship Committee
meeting, which set up a subcommittee of Joel Farrell, Alicia Boucher,
and Michael Joosten to solve it. During their investigation, they found
that the cost and effort required to update and maintain the existing site
was considerable and they began to look at alternative approaches,
including building a new site ourselves.
They would eventually find the solution in the Archdiocesan Digital Initiative. This is an endeavor of the Archdiocese of
Please continue on page 5
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From The Pastor’s Desk
ear Saint Cecilia Parishioners,
Recently, Andrew Parker, bursar of St. John’s College, Oxford, was put on the spot by a
group of demanding students. Eventually he responded in part: “It is all too easy to request
others to do things that carry no personal cost to yourself. The question is whether you and
others are prepared to make personal sacrifices to achieve the goals….” The quote seems
noteworthy to me because it fits well into my subject in this newsletter.
Often we read that the most endangered institution in our world is that of the family. Although
we cling to the ideal of family tenaciously, it is good for us to review in our minds and hearts
how invested we really are in the most basic unit of society. Do parents offer their children the
ideal of a loving, cooperative relationship based on the bedrock respect that they have for one another and that they in
turn render to their children the same? How easy it is to switch from our cooperative selves that we present to colleagues
and friends and to settle into the unguarded self in our homes.
Children learn their most important lessons from their two most important teachers. It is important to realize that the
lessons learned are products of the best of behaviors and the lesser ones as well. What parent has not been
embarrassed by something that a child might say? Yet, vexed as one might become, the child is hardly the culprit.
Building blocks of the ideal marriage are learned in the “incubator” of the home. Implications abound but to mention a
few: how about taking an inventory of behavior this Lent? What do children hear and see; what are they allowed to do for
recreation; what kind of family unity exists day to day and moment to moment; what goes on in the elementary but vitally
and most important school of life – the home?
Certainly, I have been around young people long enough to realize that they do not always present their most angelic
behaviors at home, either. To resort to anger and punishment is a quick and instant fix. Talking things out and giving
appropriate punishment take longer and are more demanding but they are surely most rewarding as well. Children
assuredly need to know boundaries and they must review them often. It might be a good tip for Lent to help them with
some inspiring family conversations which help them to understand how lovingly and how much they are valued.
Children are, we can never forget gifts of God and His expectation is that they learn love and respect in the laboratory of
the home. I often say to new parents that they must be mindful of the fact that all the gifts a newborn will receive, few or
many, there is nothing more important than a holy and happy marriage; the two are one.
Lastly, I want to ask you if you have given any thought to the “glue” that holds the fragile gifts we have been given
together? You know the answer; it is God Himself. He began the process the day you conferred the Sacrament of
Matrimony on one another. The priest told you that He (God) pledged you the lifelong support of His graces. That is the
perfect starting point for reflection as we enter the Lenten Season. God never retracts. Invariably, He gives far more than
we could ask or imagine. Lent provides so very much for us. To begin it with a sincere and thorough Confession followed
by a resolution to follow Him without reserve will beyond any doubt guarantee that complete charge of which we all stand
in need.
May God bless each and every one of you. May Our Blessed Mother and St. Joseph help you in that part of life that is
so, so important—your family. As always, you have a remembrance in my prayers.
Sincerely in Christ,

Rev. Richard P. Cornell

PLEASE NOTE
Flower Donations for the
Church are due by
9:30 AM on Holy Saturday
April 11th

St. Patrick and St. Joseph
Dinner at 6pm
Saturday, March 14th
You Don’t Want to Miss This!
Please purchase your tickets following
weekend Masses, in the family center or the rectory
Tickets are Adults $10, children $5
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Meet Heather Petruney
Heather Petruney is midway through her first year as Grade 7-10 Coordinator of Religious Education at St. Cecilia Parish. A native of Holden, Massachusetts, she attended UMass Boston, where she received a B.S. in Biology and a Masters in Secondary
(High School) Education. Heather began her career in education teaching Biology in
Rockport, MA. When she and husband John were blessed with their daughter Parker
in 1999, she retired to be a full-time mom. Parker was followed by Jack, now 16 and
Charlie, 14.
The Petruney family lives in Hopkinton where Heather has been an active member of
St. John the Evangelist Parish, serving in ministries that included Lector and Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion. She taught Religious Education for over 10 years at
St. John’s, using her skills in education to help her children and others to come closer
to Christ and our Church.
As a teacher, Heather embraces programs that deal with current issues and appeal to
the youth. For example, in Hopkinton, she leads and presents the “Created for Love”
program for Middle School students which deals with life, love and relationships - what
love is and what it isn’t. Observing that (post-Confirmation) high school students’
Youth Ministry programs concentrate on good works, but not enough on spirituality,
Heather, along with two other parents, created the “Agape” youth ministry program for
high school age teens.
“Agape” is from the Greek, meaning selfless love - the kind that Jesus taught by His
example on the Cross. For the last 6 years, as “Agape” met monthly in people’s
homes, Heather developed high-school-age-appropriate lesson plans. The program
explores Church teachings in the light of current events and culture in order to relate
them to teens’ everyday lives.
Recently, she felt she was ready to move from volunteer catechist to coordinator of a
program. When the position of Religious Education Coordinator for Grades 7-10 came
open at St. Cecilia Parish, she applied. We asked Heather to give us a glimpse of her
hopes and plans for teenage religious education at St. Cecilia Parish.
OFIA: What is your initial impression of the teenage Religious Education programs here at St. Cecilia Parish?
Heather: We have a good Confirmation program and retreat. We need to continue to
give the students material to which they can relate to and see how it connects to the
context of their Faith.
OFIA: What do you see are the biggest challenges facing our students?
Heather: The culture. Today the culture is so secular, it is pulling them away from
their Faith and they don’t even realize it. Kids are super busy these days. They are
stressed out from schoolwork, have busy sports schedules, are involved in afterschool extracurriculars and are keeping up with the latest social media. There are so
many distractions today. Sometimes those distractions get in the way and they forget
about making God the priority in their lives.

A Message to our
Students and Parents
“God is real!” He wants to
have a relationship with you.
All you have to do is open
your heart and let Him in. He
wants to be your best friend
in good times and bad. We
all take our Catholic Faith for
granted. It is such a gift, a gift
we hand down to our children. We really have Jesus
right here at St. Cecilia Parish in the Eucharist.
So many people throughout
the world are unable to have
this – they are sometimes
tortured or killed for their
Faith.
The Sacraments are such
great gifts to help us on our
journey. We can appreciate
and understand them only by
learning about them and
what they mean. God loves
us. He is not a mean, vengeful God, but only wants the
best for us.”
- Heather Petruney

OFIA: Where would you like to take the program in the next few years?
Heather: I started by changing the middle school (7th and 8th grade) curriculum to “Alive in Christ” for adolescents. The
program is geared for their age group and focuses on Jesus Christ and how His teachings relate to their life today. The
catechists have online access to materials that allow them to show short videos from YouTube that connect with the lesson. It also gives them hands-on activities that are easy to prepare. I have also added the “Created for Love” program
about life, love, and relationships, that was so successful at St. John’s.
We recently updated the Wi-Fi in the Family Center so that teachers can access more relevant material online. Eventually, this can be linked to some of the Smart-TVs in the classrooms. Not all classrooms have Smart-TVs, but we will begin
with teachers’ tablets and laptops. I have added more speakers for the Confirmation program to explore issues like chastity, pro-life, the existence of God and other Church teachings. They need to know “What does our Faith tell us – and
why?” before they go out into the wider world.
Please continue on page 6
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Cardinal Sean Speaks To Us All...
The following is Cardinal Seán P. O'Malley’s Statement On
Massachusetts Legislation Expanding Access to Abortion,
posted in January, 2020
Our Commonwealth is facing an issue that holds significant moral implications for all
citizens. At this time there are two bills (HB 3320 and SB 1209) proposed in the Massachusetts legislature which have extreme consequences for the protection of life. These
bills have been described as a means of protecting the provisions of the Supreme
Court’s 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade, but they go far beyond that decision and take us
in dangerous directions. The bills are threatening to human life and dignity and should,
in my judgement, be opposed even by those who support the Roe v. Wade decision.
The citizens of Massachusetts and their elected officials represent many faiths and also a secular position that does not
embrace any particular religious tradition. I do not address the proposed legislation from a religious perspective but as
an issue of human rights, in this case the right to life, as I also speak to other human rights issues such as welcoming
immigrants to our country, supporting a strong social safety net for the poor and the call for racial justice. I do not seek
to impose the Catholic Church’s teachings on a diverse society but wish to help build a society which protects human life
from its inception to natural death.
The purpose of the proposed legislation is clear: in a time when state law may become a central focus in the larger debate about abortion, these bills seek to extend current Massachusetts law in unnecessary and unjustified ways. Specifically, the proposed legislation would produce the following consequences:
• Allow abortion in Massachusetts during all nine months of pregnancy.
• Eliminate any requirement that even late-term abortions be performed in hospitals.
• Eliminate the requirement to make efforts to care for a child who survives an attempted abortion.
• Eliminate any requirement that a pregnant minor (under 18) have any adult consent (parental or through the courts)
before undergoing an abortion.
Collectively these changes have radical consequences for society. In the proposed legislation abortion is described as
“any medical treatment intended to induce termination of a clinically diagnosable pregnancy except for the purpose of
producing a live birth”. There are many clinical procedures which can satisfactorily be described in purely medical terms.
Abortion is not one of them. While the procedure has significant clinical dimensions, there is also a human reality that
deserves more adequate recognition at any stage of development. By depersonalizing the reality, the legislation dehumanizes the decision faced by women, their families and physicians.
Prior to and following the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision the Church has tried to provide care, compassion and assistance
to women in crisis pregnancies. The Archdiocese of Boston today sponsors Pregnancy Help to provide spiritual and material assistance to women facing difficult choices about abortion. We also sponsor Project Rachel, a retreat program for
women seeking counsel and healing after abortion.
We do not seek to judge or blame individuals, particularly women and families faced with excruciatingly difficult pregnancies. Our objective is to consider the implications of the proposed legislation, which among its provisions removes any
limits to abortion in the third trimester of pregnancy. The legislation is being advocated on the basis of complex and
emotionally wrenching medical cases, but the implications of these laws without limits can lead far beyond the hard cases.
The proposed legislation (HB 3320 and SB 1209) presents all citizens of the Commonwealth with a serious moral question concerning the protection of human life. Legislators, I hope, will not presume that broad support in Massachusetts
for legal abortion automatically translates into willingness on the part of the public to embrace the extreme provisions of
these bills. These realities deserve our serious consideration with the highest convictions of what is right and our full
compassion. And the unborn children who will be most directly impacted by the proposals deserve to have their lives
protected.

Lent - A Time of Prayer
Lent presents an opportunity to leave the comfort zone of our regular prayer life. St. Cecilia Parish provides
daily Lenten Meditation booklets at the church, there are Stations of The Cross every Friday at 7:00 p.m.,
and extended Reconciliation hours on Wednesdays. There are also on-line aids to daily prayer during Lent
from Bishop Barron: https://dailycatholicgospel.com/ and from Matthew Kelley’s “Dynamic Catholic” site:
https://dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever.
Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life
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A View From The Pews...
The Right to Life...The message from Cardinal Sean, at the left asks that we step up and let
our voices be heard by our legislators regarding the proposed expansion of abortion access
in Massachusetts. It’s not often that we are asked to do this, so it should get our attention.
After much prayer and thought, Janet and I sent letters to our State Representative, Jack
Patrick Lewis, our State Senator, Karen Spilka, and Governor Charlie Baker. Here are the
salient points I made…
We are residents of Ashland who have always been proud to have you represent us. We believe you are a good legislator who takes the time to connect with your constituents. Therefore, we are writing to tell you of our opposition to House
Bill 3320 / Senate Bill 1209 and to ask that you not support it.
While the bills are written largely as a series of language replacements, replacing sections or sentences in the present
Massachusetts General Laws, it is clear that their intent is to expand access to abortion with no objective limits. For example, the sentence “Medical judgement may be exercised in the light of all factors – physical, emotional, psychological,
familial, and the person’s age – relevant to the well-being of the patient”, effectively allows abortion for any reason even
after 24 weeks of pregnancy.
As Catholics, we are opposed to abortion as an immoral act that is contrary to God’s will. Recognizing that we live in a
pluralistic society, in which morality often does not count for much, we also make the following case for opposing this
bill.
While we understand a woman’s right to control her body, we also believe that with rights come responsibilities. Birth
control products (male and female), and methodologies, including those acceptable to Catholics, are readily available in
the Commonwealth and are less expensive and safer than abortion.
More importantly, the bill further tramples on the rights of the other person involved. The question of personhood of the
unborn will be debated long after this bill is adopted or fails. The basic science regarding the unborn is settled, however.
Genetically, a unique being exists from conception.* Physiologically, all major organ systems are in place at 10 weeks.
Medically, the age for viability of the unborn is continuing to drop. Legally, the Commonwealth supports the personhood
of a fetus in case law (e.g. Commonwealth vs Cass, 1984). According to Planned Parenthood League of Massachusetts, current law in the state defines an unborn child as “the individual human life in existence and developing from implantation of the embryo in the uterus until birth.” That individual human life has rights also, the first being the right to life.
It is our understanding that this bill removes the term “unborn child” from the legal definitions of pregnancy and abortion,
effectively taking away the right to life and medical care from the child.
Pearl Buck wrote “…the test of a civilization is the way that it cares for its helpless members.” The great Senator and
Vice President Hubert Humphrey also spoke about the the treatment of the weakest members of society as a reflection
of its government. Surely there are none more at our mercy than those still in the womb. What kind of society do we become when we permit these most innocent to be deprived of their right to life, right up to the moment of birth?
We sincerely hope you will consider these points and vote NO on HB.3320 (Lewis Letter) and SB.1209 (Spilka Letter)
Thank you.”
We received a personal note back from Rep. Lewis and had the opportunity to discuss the issue with him. I don’t know
that our one letter changed his position on this legislation, but he did listen. Perhaps if there are 99 more letters, who
knows? Governor Charlie Baker: Room 280, Rep. Jack Patrick Lewis: Room 43, Sen Karen Spilka: Room 332, 24
Beacon St, Boston 02133.
- Submitted by Ray Zambuto
*Editor Note: See also excellent article on the beginnings of life in Bulletin for 1/26/2020 - Go to www.saintceciliaparish.org

New Website (Continued from page 1)
Boston to host parish, school, and institutional websites,
and it was just then coming out of its pilot stages as the
website subcommittee was looking to replace the old website. The Website Committee brought this information to
the Stewardship Committee and then to Fr. Cornell, who
approved the initiative.
The result is sleek, it saved the parish from reinventing a
website from the ground up, and it was designed to work
on mobile devices. Best of all, it is free to the parish.
-Submitted by Michael Joosten
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THE 2020 CATHOLIC APPEAL
Please help us reach our parish
goal and support the
2020 Catholic Appeal.
Please make your
pledge today!
Go to BostonCatholicAppeal.org.
Thank you for your support!
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Frequently Asked Questions About the Church...
A continuing series
How do Catholics relate to the Jews?
We have a spiritual bond to the Jewish people who are the people of
Abraham and with whom we share the Old Testament. We follow the
Messiah, Jesus Christ, Who came from the Jewish people, but God
has not withdrawn His gifts or His calling from the Jews.

Parish Lenten Mission

What is the Church’s position on hate crimes against Jews?
The Second Vatican Council declared that the Church “decries hatred, persecutions, displays of anti-Semitism directed against the
Jews at any time and by anyone." All Catholics should stand up
against such crimes, as the Catholic Bishops did after the hate
crimes in our country against Jews and their synagogues over the
past year.
Aren’t the Jews responsible for the death of Jesus?
This idea has been used to justify persecution of the Jews for much
of the last 2,000 years. But the Church teaches that the Jews have
not been rejected or accursed by God. Further, the Passion and
Death of Jesus "cannot be attributed without distinction to all Jews
then alive, nor can it be attributed to the Jews of today."
What are we called to do?
We should learn more about our Jewish brothers and sisters so we
can come to a better understanding of their beliefs and challenges,
and a greater respect for their relationship to God. There are many
Catholic-Jewish initiatives to foster dialog. One close by is run by the
Xaverian Fathers at Fatima Shrine in Holliston.
- Submitted by Joel Farrell

Heather Petruney (Continued from page 3)

Saint Cecilia Parish will have a Lenten Mission on March 2,3,4 (Monday - Wednesday).
Father Dan O’Connell will preside. Each
evening begins at 7:00 p.m. and runs about
an hour, including a Liturgy of the Word and
spiritual lesson from Father Dan. Wednesday’s program includes the celebration of
Mass. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is
also available on Wednesday.
Fr. Dan O’Connell is Pastor of Corpus Christi
— St. Bernard Parish in Newton and associate Director of The Office of Worship and
Spiritual Life of the Archdiocese. He hosts
the award-winning “We’ve Got to Talk” program on Catholic television.

OFIA: How can the Parish help you and the Religious Ed program achieve these goals?
Heather: It would be great to develop a real Youth Ministry program and we really need parents to be involved in this.
Youth Ministry has been successful at other parishes when parents get involved. What was done in Hopkinton can be replicated in Ashland. I have five years of lesson plans from the “Agape” youth ministry program. What we need is a few dedicated parents to take the lead. I could be a great support for anyone who wants to get involved.
Similarly, in all grades, we need parents to be actively involved in teaching Religious Education at the parish. It begins
with sending them to classes, and bringing them to Mass. The best gift we can give our children is the gift of Faith and
what better way to demonstrate that we value our Faith than by leading a class. Parental involvement in Vacation Bible
School is also a huge help to the staff. St. John’s has an extremely successful VBS program and it’s entirely run by parents and teens.
OFIA: Thank you, Heather, and welcome to St. Cecilia Parish!

GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION REPORT
Thank you to all who have
donated to our Grand Annual collection!
We have received $62,807,
surpassing our goal of $58,000!
St. Cecilia Parish is blessed with very loyal and generous
parishioners who support the many ministries of the Parish
as well as the facilities in which we express our Faith.
It is not too late to participate. Envelopes are available at the
Church entrances or go online to www.saintceciliaparish.org
and click on the GIVE tab.
Thank you!
Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life

St. Cecilia Catholic Church
55 Esty Street
Ashland, MA
01721
March 15, 2020
6:00pm-7:30pm
Donations are appreciated
at the night of the event.
For more information email
Heather Petruney at:
re710@saintceciliaparish.org
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St. Cecilia Parish 2020 Lenten Calendar
Parish Mission, March 2,3,4 (Monday - Wednesday)
7:00 PM in the Church with Fr. Dan O’Connell
St. Patrick & St. Joseph Celebration - Saturday, March 14
• 6:00 PM - Family Center
Ash Wednesday - February 26
• Masses at 9:00 AM, & 7:00 PM
Liturgy of the Word, distribution of Ashes at 3:30 PM
Soup and Stations, Every Friday beginning February 28–April 3
• Soup at 6:00 PM - Family Center
Stations at 7:00 PM in the Church
“The Light Is On For You” - Sacrament of Reconciliation
• Wednesdays: (Except Ash Wednesday) 6:30 - 8:00 PM
• Saturdays: (Including Holy Saturday) 3:30-4:15 PM
Palm Sunday - April 5 - Grade 4 Liturgy
• Mass 9:00 AM
Holy Saturday: April 11
• Flower Donations due by 9:30 AM
• Blessing of The Food - 12:00PM in the Church

Fasting and Abstinence During Lent
Fasting: is required on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday for those between the ages of 18 and 60. Only
one full meatless meal is allowed. Two other small, meatless meals may be taken, if needed, but should
not equal a full meal. No eating between meals, but liquids including milk and juices are allowed.
Abstinence: is required on Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent. It is compulsory for all over the age of
14. On these days, no meat is allowed.

Triduum
Good Friday
April 10

Holy Thursday
April 9
•

No Morning Mass

•

Mass of The Lord’s
Supper - 7:30 PM with
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament until 10:00 PM

•

No Morning Mass

•

Family Stations of The
Cross - 3:00 PM

•

Passion of Our Lord with
Veneration of the Cross
7:30 PM

Holy Saturday
April 11
•

No Morning Mass

•

NO MASS AT 4:30 PM

•

Confessions: 3:30-4:15 PM

•

Easter Vigil Mass 7:30 PM

Easter Day Masses, April 12: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, & 11:00 AM
Christian Stewardship ~ A Way of Life
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Sacrament of The Sick
If you or someone you know is
ill and would like to have the
Sacrament of the Sick, please
call the Parish office (508-8811107) or speak with the priest.

St. Vincent de Paul Society provides
assistance to Ashland residents who need
a little help to get over a “rough patch.” If
you or someone you know needs help with
rent, a utility bill, etc., call us at:
(508) 665-8735
or send email to: stvdpaulashland@aol.com
All contacts are held confidential

“The Light is On For You” Lent Confession
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Each Wednesday of the Lenten Season
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Saturdays from 3:30 - 4:15pm
Join Us for Coffee!

Keep in touch with your Parish

www.saintceciliaparish.org

Please join us in the Family Center
following the 9:00a.m. and 11:00a.m. For the latest parish news, information about the
Masses. Enjoy refreshments and Faith, and ways to become part of our Catholic
great conversation!
community in Ashland!

St. Cecilia Parish is the Catholic
Church of Ashland, Massachusetts.

St. Cecilia Parish
54 Esty Street
Ashland, Massachusetts 01721
Return Service Requested

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
ASHLAND, MA
PERMIT NO. 24

Our Faith in Action
is published three times a year as
an invitation to all members of our
community to learn more about St.
Cecilia Parish and to take the
opportunities available here to
strengthen their relationship with
God, through His Son, Jesus Christ.
Our Faith In Action is written and
produced by the St. Cecilia Parish
Stewardship Committee.
Parishioners who wish to contribute
ideas or articles may reach is
through the Parish offices.
(508) 881-1107
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